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PREFACE. 


. 8 80 S Italy, France, Spain, and 
| 2D other Countries, are the Scene 
oh: Be of the following Relg ions; 
_ ſo their Prieſts are a People 

ow'd to Chaſtity, but have little Regard 
to it. Their Virtues and Honeſty are 
ſo little known, or prac&tis'd at leaſt, that 

I hope the World will not think there 
is any Partiality or Fiction in the enſuing 
Pages. 4 + 
Ir is certain, that the Prieſts and Fry- 
ers are the original Cauſe of all the Miſ- 

"chiefs that happen in public and private 
Affairs, by their corrupt and wicked 
which are fully ſet forth in the Practices, 
following Accounts. 

Ir would be Proof ſufficient, if the 
Reader were 1. to ſee them at Shrove- 
tide 


PREFACE | 
- tide, in Maſquerades with their Whores, 


and at their Midnight Balls and Revels. 


Dou not but I ſhall incur the Diſ- 


pleaſure of the Papiſts in general, by the 


following Relations; yet cannot but 
think there are many generous Perſons 
among them, who, by the Bleſſing of a 
good Temper, will be bold enough, 
when. they come to read theſe Sheets, to 
break thro* the Tyranny'of prejudic'd, 
and {yperſtitious Education, and view 
things taro? the right End of the Per- 
ſpective. 

I Havx lived among them, and have 


ſuffered by them; but I thank God, as 


L have abandoned their. Errors, I am 
alſo out of their Power, aud conſequent- 
ly free from Fear. I shall therefore ſayno 
more, but proceed to their Wick ED 
Abpvxxrunk ks, many of which are of my 
own certain Knowledge, and the reſt 
collected from the Teſtimony of Authors 
of moſt undoubted Credit. 


TH ]- 
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ADVENTURES 
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PRIESTS and NUN. 
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CHAP. I. be. 


The Adventure of Don Franciſco, ax Inquiſitor; 
with a young Lady of Fifteen Years, whom d 
forcibly carry'd from her Father's Houſe inta the 
Inquifition, in order, by his Threats of the Dry. & 2 
Pan Torture, to debauch ber. The Accompliſh« | 

_ ment. of his Defign, her cruel Uſage, and bam 

Deliverance : with other material Paſſages: * 


A M 1 to inform my Reader, the aquifdan . 7. 
| I: is in Sarageſa, the Scene of the glowing | 7 
Story. . | NH 


My Father was a Counſellor, al a Man of 
no ſmall Repute. I went one Day with 43S 
Mother, to viſit the Counteſs of Aitaraſi, and 
\ there met Don Fran Torrejon, the ſecond 
Inquiſitor 5 


dat into my Mouth the Bit of a Bridle, to ſhew 


| 6 

Inquiſitor of the Holy Oſſice, after we had 
drunk Chocolate, he aſk'd me my Name, and 
ſo many puzzling Queſtions about Religion, 
that I could not anſwer him. His ſevere coun- 
tenance had frighted me; and, as he perceiv- 
ed my Fear, he deſired the Counteſs to tell me, 
that he was not ſo rigid as I took him to be. 
After which he careſſed me in the moſt oblig- | 
ing manner imaginable: He gave me his 
Hand with great Reſpect and Reverence ; and 
when he went away, he told me, My dear Child, 
1 ſhall remember you till the next Time, I did not 
mind the Senſe of the Words, for I was un- 
experienced in Matters of Gallantry, being 
only Fifteen Years old, at that Time. Indeed 
he. did remember me; for the very Night fol- 
lowing, when we were in Bed, hearing a hard 
Knocking at the Door, the Maid that lay in 
the ſame Room where my Bed was, went to 
the Window, and aſking who was there, I heard 
ſay, The Holy. Inguiſition. I could not forbear cry- 
ing out, Father, Father, I am ruined for ever. 
My dear Father got up, and enquiring what 
the Matter was, I anſwered him with Tears, 
The Inquifition: And he, for fear the Maid ſhould 
not open the Door as quick as the Caſe requir- 
ed, went himſelf, as another Abraham, to open 
the Door, and offer his Daughter to the Inqui- 
ſitors. But as I did not ceaſe to cry out like 
one diſtracted, my dear Father, all in Tears, 
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his obedience to the Holy Office, and his Zeal 
for the Catholick Faith ; for he thought I had 
committed ſome Crime againſt Religion. So 
the Officers giving me but Time to put on a 
Petticoat and a mantle, took me down into the 
Coach, and without allowing me the Satisfac- 
tion of embracing my dear Father and Mother, 
they carried me into the Inquiſition, I expect- 
ed to die that very Night ; but when they car- 
ried me into a noble Room, well furniſhed, and 
anexcellent Bed in it, I was quite ſurprized. The 
. Officers left me there, and immediately a Maid 
came in with a Salver of Sweetmeats and Cin- 
namon-Water, deſiring me to take ſome Re- 
fremment before I went to Bed. I told her 1 
could not, but that I ſhould be obliged to her, 
if ſhe could tell me, whether I was to die that 
Night, or not. Die! ſaid ſhe, you do not 
come here to die, but to live like a Princeſs, 
and you ſhall want nothing in the World, but 
the Liberty of going out; and now, pray mind 
nothing, but go to Bed and ſleep eaſy, for To- 
morrow you ſhall ſee Wonders in this Houfe ; 
and as I am appointed to be your Waiting- 
Maid, I hope you will be very kind to me. 
I was going to aſk her ſome Queſtions, but ſhe 
told me, Madam, I have not Leave to tell you 
any thing elſe till To-mgrrow ; only that. no, 
body here ſhall come to diſturb you; and now I 
am going about ſome Bufineſs, and I will return 
preſently, for my Bed is in the Cloſet near your 

B 2 : Bed, 


1 


Bed. So the left me there for a Quarter of an 
Hour. The Confuſion I was in took away all 


my Senfes, or at leaſt the free Uſe of them; 


for I had not the Power to think of my Pa- 
Tents, nor of the Danger that was ſo near me. 

But during this Suſpenſion of Thought, the 
Maid returned, locked the Door after her, and 
faid, Madam, let us go to Bed, and pray tell 
me at what Time in the Morning you will have 
the Chocolate ready. I aſked her Name, and 
mie told me it was Mary; Mary, for God's Sake, 
ſaid I, tell me whether I am come to die or 
not? I have told you, Madam, that you come 
to be one of the happieſt Creatures in the 
World; and obſerving her Reſervedneſs, I aſk- 
ed her no more Queſtions, but recommending. 


"myſelf to God Almighty, and to our Lady of 


Pilar, and preparing myſelf to die, I went to 


Bed, but could not ſleep one Minute, I was 
up with the Day, but Mary not till Six o' Clock. 


When. the got up, ſhe wondered to ſee me ſtir- 
ring ſo early, and ſaid, Madam, pray will you 
Arink Chocolate now ? Do what you pleaſe, 
ſaid I. Then ſhe left me half an Hour alone, 
and came back with a Silver Plate, with two 
Cups of Chocolate, and ſome Biſkets on it, I 
drunk one Cup, and deſired her to drink the 
other, which ſhe did. Well, Mary, ſaid I, can 
you give any Account of the Reaſon of my be- 
ing here? Not yet, Madam, ſaid ſhe, but only 
have Patience for a little while. With this An- 
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| fer ſhe left me, and in an Hour after came 
with two Baſkets, containing a fine Holland 
Shift, and Holland Under-petticoat, with fine 
Lace round it; two Silk Petticoats, and a lit- 
tle Spaniſh Waſtecoat, with a Gold Fringe all 
_ over it; with Combs, Ribbons, and every 
/thing ſuitable to a Lady of higher Quality than 
I. But my greateſt Surprize was, to ſee a Gold 
Snuff-Box, with the Picture of Don Franciſco 
Torrejon in it; then I ſoon underſtood the Mean- 
ing of my Confinement. So conſidering with 
myſelf, I thought that, to refuſe the Preſent, 
would be the immediate Occaſion of my Death, 
and to accept of it, would be to give him, even. 
on the firſt Day, too. great Encouragement. 
againſt my Honour; however, I found out, as I 
thought, a Medium in the Caſe. Mary, faid I, 
pray give my Service to Don Franciſco Torrejon, 
and tell him, that, as I could not bring my 
Cloaths along with me laſt Night, Honeſty per- 
mits me to accept of thoſe Cloaths which are 
neceſlary to keep me decent: But ſince I take 
no Snuff, I beg his Lordſhip to excuſe me, if 
do not accept this Box. Mary went to him 
with this Anſwer, and came again with a Pic- 
ture nicely ſet in Gold, with four Diamonds 
at the Corners of it, and told me, that his 
Lordſhip was miſtaken, and that he defired me 
to accept that PiQure, which would be a great 
Favouf done him; and while I was thinking 


what to do, Mary * to me, Pray 2 | 


„ 
take my poor Advice, accept the Picture, and 
every thing he ſends to you; for conſider, that 


if you do not conſent to, and comply with 


every thing that he has a Mind for, you will 


ſoon be put to Death, and no body can ſave 


you; but if you are obliging and kind to him, 
he is a very complaiſant Lover, and you will 
be here like a Queen, and he will give you an- 
other Apartment, with a fine Garden, and 
many young Ladies ſhall come to viſit you : 
So I adviſe you to ſend a civil Anſwer to him, 
and deſire a Viſit from him, or elſe you will 
ſoon repent yourſelf, O dear God, ſaid I, muft- 
I abandon my Honour without any Remedy! 
If I oppoſe his Deſire, he by Force will obtain 
it; ſo, full of Confuſion, I bid Mary give him. 
what Anſwer ſhe thought fit. She was very 
glad of my humble Submiſſion, and went to 
give Don Franciſco my Anſwer, She came back 
a few Minutes after, all over-joyed, to tell me, 
that his Lordſhip would hdnour me with his 
Company at Supper, and that he could not 
come ſooner, on account of ſome Buſineſs that 
called him abroad; but, in the mean time, he 
defired me to mind nothing but how to divert 
myſelf, and to give Mary wy Meafure for a 
new Suit of Cloaths, and ordered her to bring 
me every thing I could wiſh for. Mary added 


to this, Madam, I may call you now my Miſ-. | 


treſs, and muſt tell you; that I have been in the 


Holy Office theſe Fourteen Years, and I know 
the- 


* 


. 5 
the Cottoms of it very well, but Silence is im 
poſed upon me under Pain of Death. I cannot. 
tell you any thing but what concerns your Per- 
fon : So, in the firſt Place, do nat oppoſe the 
Holy Father's Will and Pleaſure. Secondly,, 
If you ſee ſome young Ladies here, never aſk. 
them the Occaſion of their being here, nor any. 
thing of their Bufine®, neither will they ak 
you any thing of this Nature; and take care 
not to tell them any thing of your being here, 
but you may come and divert your ſelf witk 
them at ſuch Hours as are appointed. You. 
mall have Muſick, and all. Sorts of Recreation: 
Three Days hence you ſhall dine with them; 
they are all Ladies of Quality, young and mer- 
ry: This is the beſt of Lives, and you will not 
long for going abroad, you will be ſo well di- 
verted at home; and when your Time is ex- 
pired, then the Holy Fathers will ſend you out 
ef this Country, and marry you to ſome Noble- 
man. Never mention the Name of Don Frau- 
ciſco, nor. your own Name to any.. If you ſee 
here ſome young Ladies of your. Acquaintance / 
in the City, they never will take Notice of your 
formerly knowing each other, tho* they willtalk 
with you of indifferent Matters; fo take care 
not to ſpeak of your Family. All theſe things 
together aſtoniſhed, or rather ſtapified me, and 
the Whole ſeemed a Piece of Enchantment ; fo 
that I could not imagine what to think of it. 
With N Leſſon ſhe left me, and told me ſhe 
Was 
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was going to order my Dinner; and every time 
ſhe went out, ſhe locked the Door after her. 
There were but two high Windows in my 
Chamber, and I could ' ſee nothing through 
them; but examining the Room all over, I 
found a Cloſet with all ſorts of hiſtorical and 
profane Books, and every thing neceſſary for 
writing. I ſpent my Time till the Dinner 
came in, reading ſome diverting amourous 
Stories, which was a great Satis faction to me. 
When Mary came with the Things for the 
Table, I told her, that I was inclined to ſleep,. 
and would rather ſleep than go te Dinner. 80 
ſhe aſked: me, whether ſhe. ſhould awaken me, 
nor not, and at what Time? Two. Hours hence, 
| faid I, fo I lay down, and fell aſleep, which 
was a great Refreſhment to me. At the Time 
fixed the. wakened me, and I went to Dinner, 
at which was every Thing that could i invite the. 
niceſt Appetite. After Dinner, ſhe left m 
alone, and told me, if I wanted any thing, 
might ring the Bell, and call: SoI went to the 4 
Cloſet again, and ſpent three Hours in Read-. 
ing, I think I was really under ſome Enchant- 
ment, for I cannot remember what was in my 
Thoughts at the Time. At laſt, Mary came 
and told me, that Don Franciſco was come 
home, and that ſhe thought he would come, 
and ſee, me very ſoon, and begged of me to 
prepare myſelf to receive him with all manner 


of Reſpet, At Seven in the Evening, Don. 
F * 


{2 
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Franciſco eame in his Night-gown and Cap, not 
with the Gravity of an Inquiſitor, but with the 
Gaiety of an Officer. He faluted me with 
great Reſpect and Civility, and told me, he had 
deſigned to keep me Company at Supper, but 
could not that Night, having ſome Buſineſs of 
Conſequence to finiſh in his Cloſet ; and that 
his coming to ſee me was only out of the Re- 
ſpe he had for my Family, and to tell me at 
the ſame time, that ſome of my Lovers had 
procured my Ruin for ever, having accuſed 
me in Matters of Religion; that the Informa- 
tions were allowed, and Sentence pronounced 
-againſt me, To be burnt alive in a dry Pan, with 
a gradual Fire; but that he, out of Pity and 
Love to my Family, had ſtopped the Execution 


of it. Each of theſe Words was a mortal Stab 


to my Heart, and not knowing what I was 
about, I threw myſelf at his Feet, and ſaid, 
Signor, Have you ſtopped the Execution for 
ever ? That, ſaid he, belongs to you only to do, 


and with this he wiſhed me a good Night. As 


ſoon as he was gone, I fella crying ; but Mary 
came and aſked me, what could oblige me to 
cry ſo bitterly ? Ah! good Mary, ſaid I, pray 
tell me what is the Meaning of the Dry Pan, 
and gradual Fire? For I expect nothing but 
Death, and by that Manner of Puniſhment too. 

O Madam ! never fear : You will ſee, another 


Day, the Dry Pan, and gradual Fire; but they 


are made for thoſe that oppoſe the Holy Fa- 
ther's 


9 


* 
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ther's win, not for you that are ſo ready to 


- obey'it. But pray, was Don Franciſco very 


civil and obliging ? I do not know, ſaid I, for 
his Diſcourſe has put me out of my Wits ; this 


I know, that he ſaluted me with Reſpe& and 


Civility, but he left me abruptly. Well, ſaid 
Mary, you do not know his Temper ; he is the 
moſt obliging Man in the World, if People are 


civil with kim, and if not, he is as unmerciful 


as Nero; and ſo, for your own Preſervation, 
take Care to oblige him in all Reſpects: Now, 
pray go to Supper, and be eaſy. I was ſo much 


' troubled in Mind with the Thoughts of the Dry 


Pan, and gradual Fire, that I could neither eat 
nor ſleep that Night. Early in the Morning, 
Mary got up, and told me, that no body was 
yet up in the Houſe, and that ſhe would ſhew 
me the Dry Pas, and gradual Fire, on Conditi- 
on, that I ſhould keep it ſecret for her ſake and 
my own too; which having promis'd her, ſhe 
took me along with her, and ſhew'd me a dark 
Room with a thick Iron Door, and within, an 
Oven, and a large Brafs Pan upon it, with a 
Cover of the ſame, and a Lock to it. The 


Oven was burning at that Time, and I aſked | 


Mary for what Uſe that Pan was there? But, 
without giving me any Anſwer, the took me by 
the Hand, and led me out of that Place into a 
large Room, where ſhe ſhewed me a thick 
Wheel covered on both Sides with thick Boards; 
and opening a little Window in the Center of 


[ 11 ] : 
i, defired me to look with a Candle into the 
Inſide of it, and I ſaw all the Circumference of 
the Wheel ſet with ſharp Razors. After that, 
ſhe ſhewed me a Pit full of Serpents and Toads. 
Then, ſaid ſhe, My good Miſtreſs, I'll now tell 
you the Uſe of theſe threeThings. The Dry Pax, 
and gradual Fire, are for Hereticks, and thoſe 
that oppoſe the Holy, Fathers Will and Plea- * 
ſure ; for they are put all naked, and alive, in- 
to the Pan, and the Cover of it being locked 
up, the Executioner begins to put into the. 
Oven a little Fire, which he augments gradual- 
Iy, till the Body is reduced to Aſhes. The 
Second is defigned for thoſe that ſpeak againſt | 
the Pope and the Holy Fathers ; for they are # | 
put within the Wheel, and the little Door be- 7 | 
ing locked, the Executioner turns the Wheel, ; | 
till the Perſon is dead. And the Third is for 
thoſe that contemn the Images, and refuſe to 
Z give the due Reſpect and Veneration to eccleſi- 
ragaſtical Perſons ; for they are thrown into the 
| Pit, and there they become the Food of Ser- 
pents and Toads. Then Mary told me, that, 
another Day, ſhe would ſhew me the Torments 
for publick Sinners, and the Tranſgreſſors of 
the Five Commandments of our Holy Mother N 
the Church; bat being ſtruck deep with the 2 
Horror of thoſe I had ſeen, I deſired her to 
ſhew me no more. So we went back to my 
Room, and ſhe” charged me again to be very 
obedient to all Don Franciſco's ä 
er- 
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otherwiſe I might be aſſured I ſhould undergo 


the Torment of the Dry Pan. Indeed, the Ap- 


prehenſions of ſuffering ſo dreadful a Puniſh- 
ment, had ſo terrified me, that I told Mary I 
would follow her Advice, and comply with 
every thing Don Franciſco ſhould deſire. If you 
are in that Diſpoſition, ſaid ſhe, leave off all 
Fears and Apprehenſions, and expect nothing 
but Pleaſure and Satisfaction, and all Manner 
of Recreation, which you ſhall begin to expe- 
rience this very Day. Now let me dreſs you, 
for you mult go bid Don Franciſco Good mor- 
row, and breakfaſt with him. I thought this 
was ſome comfort to my Mind, and really an 
Honour done me; ſo I made all the Haſte I 
could, and Mary conveyed me through a Gal- 
lery into Don Franciſco's Apartment. He was 
ſtill in Bed, and defired me to fit down by him, 
and ordered Mary to bring the Chocolate two 
Hours after; and with this ſhe went out, and 
left me alone with him. He began immediate- 
ly to declare his Inclination, and I having no 
room left for any Excuſe, yielded to his Will, 
and, by extinguiſhing the Fire of his Paſſion, I 
was freed from the gradual Fire, and dry Pan, 
which was all that then troubled me. When 
Mary came with the Chocolate, I was very 
much aſhamed to be ſeen; in Bed with him, 


but ſhe coming to that Side of the Bed where I 


was, kneeled down, and paid me Homage as 
if I had been a Queen, She ſerved me firſt 
". 


{ 3 3 
with a Cup of Chocolate (being till on her 
Knees) and deſired me to give another Cup to 
Don Franciſco, which he received from me 
mighty graciouſly. Having drank up the Cho- 
colate, ſhe went out, and we diſcourſed a while 
of various things, but I never ſpoke a Word, 
except when he defired me w anſwer him. 
About Ten o'Clock, Mary came again, and 
dreſſing me, ſhe deſired me to go along with 
her; ſo leaving Don Franc{/co in Bed, ſhe car- 
ried me into another Chamber very delightful, 
and better furniſhed than the firſt; for the 
Windows of it being lower, I had the Pleaſure 
of ſeeing the River and Garden on the other 
Side of it. Then Mary told me, the other 
young Ladies of the Houſe were to come be- 
fore Dinner to welcome me, and would deſire 
the Favour of my Company to dine with them, 
Pray, ſaid ſhe, remember the Advice I have 
given you already, and do not make yourſelf 
unhappy, by afking uſeleſs Queſtions. She 
ſcarce had done ſpeaking, when I ſaw entering 
my Apartment (which conſiſted of a large An- 
tichamber, and a Bedchamber, with two large 
Cloſets) a Troop of beautiful young Ladies, 
finely dreſt, who all ſucceſſively embraced me, 
and wiſhed me Joy. They put me ſo much 
out of Countenance, that I could not make any 
Reply to their Compliment : But one of them 
obſerving the Confuſion I was in, ſaid, Ma- 
dam, the Solitude of this Place will affect you 

S a little 
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a little at firſt; but when you have once been 
in our Company, and taſted the Pleaſures of our 
Amuſements and Diverſions, you will quit that 
penſive Temper. We are now come to aſk the 
Favour of your Company to dine with us to Day, 
and henceforward, three Days in every Week. 
I thanked them, and ſo we all went to Dinner. 
We had that Day all ſorts of the moſt exquiſite 
Diſhes of Meat, with Variety of Fruits and 
| Sweet-meats. The Room was very long, hav- 
i ing two Tables on each Side, and one in the 
Front ; and I reckoned there were Fifty-two 
| ö young Ladies, the oldeſt not exceeding Twenty- 
Fi four Years of Age. Six Maids ſerved us all, 
| but my Mary waited on me that Day. After 
| | Dinner, we went up Stairs into a long Gallery, 
1 with Lettice Windows all round it. There, 

| ; ſome playing on the Muſick, others at Cards, 
i and ſome walking about, we ſpent three Hours 
[ together. At laſt, Mary came up, ringing a 
ſmall Bell, which was the Signal to retire into 


- our Rooms, as they told me; but Mary ſaid, 
1. A we were allowed that Day for Recreation, and 
3 might go into what Room we pleaſed till 
[ # I Eight o'Clock, and then we were to go to our 


2 own Chambers. Then all deſiring Leave to 
go with me into my Apartment, to ſpend the 

Time there (and I was very glad they preferred 

my Chamber to another) we all went down to- 

r, and in the Antichamber found a Table 

covered with all ſorts of Sweet-meats upon it, 
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Iced Cinnamon: water, Almond-milk, and the 
like. Every one cat and drank, but not a Word 
was ſpoke concerning the Sumptuouſneſs of the 
Entertainment, nor the Inquiſition of the Holy 
Fathers. So we ſpent our Time in merry Con- 
verſation till Eight o'Clock, when every one 
retiring to our own Rooms, Mary came to tell 
me, that Don Franc:/co waited for me ; ſo we 
went to his Apartment, and Supper being 
ready, we fat alone at Table, attended by my 
Maid only. After Supper, Mary went away, 
and we to Bed, and next Morning ſhe ſerved us 
with Chocolate, which we drank in Bed, and 
then ſlept till Ten o'Clock. When we got up, 
my Weiting-maid conducted me into my 
Chamher, where I fqund ready two Suits of 
Cloaths of a rich Brocade, and every thing elſe 
ſuitable to a Lady of the firſt Rank. I put on 
one, and when I was quite dreſt, the young 
Ladies came to wiſh me a good Morrow, all. 
dreſt in different Cloaths, and better than the 
Day before; and we ſpent the ſecond and 
third Day in the ſame Recreation, Don Fran- 
«co continuing with me in the ſame manner. 
But the third Morning, after drinking Choco- 
late in Bed, as the Cuſtom was for Don Fran- 
ci/co and me, Mary came and told me, that a 
Lady was waiting for me in her own Room, 
and hid me get up with an Air of Command ; 
and Don Franciſco ſaying nothing againſt it, I 
got up, and left him in Bed, I thought really 

C 83: this 
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this had been to give ſome new Comfort and 
Diverſion ; but I found myſelf much miſtaken ; 
for Mary conveyed me into a young Lady's 
Room not eight Foot long, which was a per- 
ſect Priſon, and there, before the Lady, told me, 
Madam, this is your Room, and this young 
Lady your Bedfellow and Comrade ; and left 
me there with this unkind Command. O Hea- 
vens ! thought I, what is this has happened to 


me? I fancied myſelf out of Grief, but now I 


perceive only the Beginning of it. What is 
this Place, dear Lady, ſaid I, is it an inchanted 
Palace, or Hell upon Earth! I have loſt Father 
and Mother, and what is worſe, my Honour 
and my Soul for ever. My new Companion 
ſeeing me like a Mad-woman, took me by the 
Hands, and ſaid to me, Dear Siſter (for this is 
the Name I will give you henceforth) leave off 
your Grief and Vexation ; for you can do no- 
thing by ſuch extravagant Complaints, but 
| heap Coals upon your Head, or, rather under 


- your Body. Your Misfortunes and ours are ex- 


aQly of a Piece; you ſuffer nothing that we 
have not ſuffered before you; hut we are afraid 
of revealing our Sorrows, leſt that ſhould be a 
Means of encreaſing them. Pray take good 
Courage, and hope in God, for he will find a 


- a way to deliver us out of this helliſh Place : 


But, above all things, take Care not to ſhew 
any Uneafineſs before Mary, who is the only 
laſtrument of our ar Torment, or Comfort, and 


have 
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have Patience till we go to Bed, and then, 
without any Fear, I will tell you more of the 
Matter. We do not dine with the other Ladies 
to Day, and it may be we ſhall have an Oppor- 
tunity of talking before Night, which I hope 
will be of ſome Comfort to you. I was in a molt 
"deſperate Condition ; but my new Siſter Les- 
nora (that was her Name) prevailed ſo much 
upon me, that I overcame my Vexation, before 


Mary came with our Dinner, which was very 
indifferent, compared with what I had three- 


Days before. After Dinner, another Maid came 
to take away the Plate and Knife (for we had but 


one for us both) and locked the Door. Now, my 
Siſter, ſaid Leonora, we need not fear being diſ- 


turbed till Eight at Night : So, I may ſafely 


inſtruct you, if you promiſe me upon your 
Hopes of Salvation, to keep ſecret (while you 
are in this Houſe) all that I ſhall tell you. I 
threw myſelf down at her Feet, and promiſed 
Secrecy ; then ſhe began. My dear Siſter, you- 
think your own Caſe very hard; but I can aſ- 
ſure you, all the Ladies here have undergone - 
the ſame, and, in time, you ſhall hear all their - 
Stories, as they expect to do yours. I ſuppoſe, . 
Mary has been the chief Inſtrument of terrify- 
ing you, as ſhe: was of us; and I need not 
queſtion but ſhe has ſhewn you the Tortures, 1 
know that Don Franciſco has been your Nero; 
for the three Colours of our Cloaths are the 
diſtinguiſhing Banners, or Enſigns of the three 
C. 3 Holy, 


1 Holy Fathers. The Red Silk belongs to Don 
1 Franciſco, the Blue to Gaerrero, and the Green 
1 to Alaga; and it is the Cuſtom, to give the 
1 Ladies they bring hither, theſe three Colours 
i F; for the firſt three Days. We are ſtrictly com- 
manded, during that time, to be very merry, 
and ſhew all Demonftrations of Joy, when a 
young Lady is brought hither, as we did with 
you, and you muſt hereafter do with others; 
but, after that, we live like Priſoners, without 
ſeeing any Soul but the ſix Maids and Mary, 
who is the Houſe-keeper. We dine in the Hall 
three Days a Week, and the reſt in our own 
Rooms, When any of the Fathers has a Mind 
for one of his Slaves, Mary comes for her at 
Nine o'Clock, and conveys her to his Apart- 
ment : But, as there are ſo many, it does not 
come in Turn perhaps once a Month, except 
( to ſuch as have the Honour to give them more 
| | than ordinary Satisfaction; thoſe are ſent for 
very often. Some Nights, Mary leaves the 
> Doors of our Rooms open, which is a Sign, that 
one of the Fathers has a Mind to come that 
Night; but he comes ſo ſilent, that we cannot 
diſtinguiſh whether it is our own Patron, or 
not. If one of us happen to be with Child, ſhe 
| is removed into a better Chamber, and ſees no 
3 "—body but the Maid, till ſhe is delivered. The 
„ | Child is taken away, and we do not know 
= / where it is carried. Mary ſuffers no Quarrels . 
between us, and if any one happens to be 
| trouble- 
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troubleſome, ſhe is ſeverely chaſtiſed for it; ſo 
that we are always in Fear of offending. I have 
been here ſix Years. When the Officers took 
me from.my Father's Houſe, I was about Four- 
teen Years old, and I have had one Child. We 
are at preſent Fifty- two young Ladies. Every 
Year we loſe Six or Eight of our Number, but 
do not know what becomes of them; but we 
have ſtill a freſh Supply, and ſometimes I have 
ſeen Seventy-three in the Houſe, at one time. 
Our greateſt Perplexity is, the Suſpicion we 
have, that when the Fathers become tired of 
any one, they put her to Death. And this can- 
not be looked upon as groundleſs, if you con- 
fider, that they will never. run the Hazard of 
being detected in theſe Villainies, by ſending 
any of us out of the Houſe. Since then we 
cannot help ſubmitting to their Commands, we 
muſt reſign ourſelves to God, by fervent Prayer 
to him and his bleſſed Mother, to forgive us 
thoſe Sins we are compelled to commit againſt 
our Inclinations, and to preſerve us from Death 
in this Houfe. So, dear Siſter, arm yourſelf 
with Patience, and truſt in him who will be 
our only Defender and Deliverer. 

This Diſcourſe of Leonora gave me ſome 
Eaſe, and I found every thing as ſhe had told 
me. We had lived about Eighteen Months 
together, in which time we loſt Eleven, and 
got Nineteen new Ladies; when Mary came 
one Night, and ordered us to follow her. When 

we 
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we were got down Stairs, ſhe bade us go into 
1 a Coach; then we thought our Lives at an 
End, We left the Houſe, but whether we were 
carried, we knew not, till we were put into an- 
other Houſe and Room worſe than the firſt : 
'There we were confined above two Months, 
without ſeeing any of the Holy Fathers, or 
Mary, or any of our Companions ; and in the 
{ame mannes we were removed from-that Houſe 
to another,, where we continued, till we were 
miraculouſly delivered by ſome French Officers. 
One Mr. Faulcaut, happily for me! opened 
the Door of my Room, and, as ſoon as he ſaw 
me, began to ſhew great Civilities, and took 
me and Leonora along with him to his Lodg- 
ings, and after he had heard our whole Story, 
fearing we might be diſcovered, he contrived 
the next Day to ſend us to his Father ; and for 
our greater Safety, we were dreſſed in Mens 
Cloaths. I was kept there two Years, as the 
Daughter of the old Gentleman, when Mr. 
Faulcaut's Regiment happening to be broke, he 
came home, and two Months after married. 
me, and Leonora was married to another Officer, 
and lives now in Orleans. 
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CHAP. IE 


The Adventure of Maſſetto, who being entertained 
as Gardener to a Monaſtery of Nuns, feigntd 
himfelf dumb, and by that means enjoyed them, 
and, at laſt, the Abbeſs herſelf. 


T is a great Miſtake to think, that, as ſoon 
as a young Girl has put on the Veil, ſhe 


has neither Paſſions nor Deſires left, and 


' breathes nothing but Piety and Devotion. Thi 
Heart cannot be changed ſo eaſily as the Ha- 
bit. A monaſtical and ſecluded Life often 
produces worſe Effects in a Cloiſter, than we 
find in the wide World ; for thoſe who live 
abroad having more Reaſon to be wary of their 
Reputations, ſo they are generally more care- 
ful to avoid whatever may ſeem co reflect upon 
it, It is a very ill way of arguing, my Daugh- 
ter is in religious Orders, therefore ſhe is a 
Saint, There was formerly, and fill is in a 
certain Country, a Convent of young Women 
(which I forbear to name) highly celebrated 
" for their Piety, They were but Eight in 
Number, befides the Abbeſs. They had an 
old Gardener, who not being ſatisfied with his 
Wages, would ſerve them no longer, but reck- 
oned with their Steward, and retired to the 
Village where he was born, All his Neigh- 
hours were very glad to ſee him, and welcomed 


kim home; and among others, Me/etie, a 
ſturdy 


g 
| 
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ſturdy young Fellow, and well made for Coun- 
try Labour, who aſked him where he had been 
all this while ? The old Man anſwered, 'That 
he had lived with theſe Nuns. And what was 
your Buſineſs there, ſays Maſerro? To look 
after a large fine Garden, replies the old Man, 
and ſometimes to bring them Wood. I liked 
my Buſineſs well enough, but they gave me 
ſuch pitiful Wages, that it would hardly buy 
me Shoes; beſides, they are all young, and 
deviliſh wanton. They would all fain be Miſ- 


treſſes, and what pleaſed one, diſpleaſed an- 


other. In ſhort, ' they often made me at my 
Wits End. Their Steward, when I came away, 
deſired me to fend ſomebody in my Place; but 
may Heaven renounce me, if ever I ſend any 
one amongſt ſuch a Parcel of he- Devil. Ma 


ſetto was very well pleaſed with this Diſcourſe, 


and thought within himſelf, that he might 
make it turn to his Advantage, yet judged it 
convenient to conceal his Deſign from the old 
Man, and told him, that he had done well to 
leave them ; for Women, (at leaſt the Genera- 
lity of them) knew not what they would have 
themſelves, The old Man being gone, Ma/- 
ſetto began to conſider how he might bring the 
Matter about. He did not at all ſcruple the 
Service (for he was ſatisfied he could perform 
that) but being very briſk and young, he was 
afraid they would not entertain him on that 
Account. At laſt, he thought of a Stratagem 
| which 


„ 
which ſucceeded very well, The Monaſtery 
being at a good Diſtance from the Village 
where he lived, and he unknown to any Perſon 
thereabouts, he reſolved to offer himſelf to 
them, and feigned being dumb. He went 
thither with his Spade, and luckily met the 
Steward in the Court, to whom he made Signs, 
as if he were very hungry ; and made him un- 
underſtand, that if he had any Buſineſs to em- 
ploy him about Wood, he was willing and able 
to undertake it. The Steward gave him Vic- 
tuals, and afterwards ſhewed him ſome old 
Stumps of Trees, which he ſoon cleft aſunder. 
Then he took him to the Wood, and made 
Signs for him to cut ſome down, and carry to the 
Convent. The Steward having a great deal of 
Buſineſs to do, and being well pleaſed with 
this dumb Man, ſet him to Work for ſeveral 
Days. The Abbeſs having ſeen him, aſked 
who he was? The Steward anſwered, A poor 
dumb Fellow, that came hither t'other Day a 
begging, whom I have employed to do ſeveral 
things for the Uſe of the Houſe : I like him 
very well, and if he does but underſtand Gar- 
dening, and will live with us, I believe he will 
prove a very good Servant; for he ſeems to be 
very willing to do any thing, and we have now 
great Occaſion for a Gardener. Although he 
is a luſty Fellow, yet the Siſters will receive no 
Scandal, on account of his Imperfection. You 
ſay well, ſays the Abbeſs, go and ſee if he 


Knows | 
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knows how to work, and is able to hold it; if 
he be, we will give him ſome old Shoes, and 
other Neceſſaries. There was never any one 
more defirous of Reſt, than Maſſerto was to 
work. The Steward aſked him by Signs, if 
he was willing to ſtay in the Convent? And 
Maſſetto gave him to underſtand, that he deſired 
nothing more. Although theſe Sifters were 
not all very handſome, they all were very 
young and good-humoured, and went often in- 
to the Garden to ſee Maſſetto work, and took 
Delight in playing unlucky Tricks with him. 
The Abbeſs believing every thing about him 
to be like his Tongue, was never concerned at 
it. One Day, he had been hard at Work, and 
was lain down tp reſt himſelf, when two young 
Nuns ſeeing him in that Poſture, ſtood ſtill to 
view him: Siſter, ſays one of them, what a 
Thought comes into my Head ? What do you . 
think of carrying this fooliſh Fellow into an 
Arbour, to know how we were begot ? What 
a wicked Thing do you talk of, ſays the other? 
Have you forgot your Vews of Chaſtity ? We 
make a great many other Vows, replied ſhe, 
that we never keep. But what if we ſhould 
prove with Child ? ſays the other. Do notlet 
us trouble ourſelves about that, ſays ſhe ; if it 
ſhould be ſo, we ſhall have Time enough to 
conceal it; let us not loſe the preſent Oppor- 
tunity. We have to do with a Man that muſt 
OP Counſel, whether he will or not, and up- 

on 
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on that Account, we not fear a Diſcovery. 
Every Body in'the Convent was aſleep at that 
time; the Arbour was thick and ſhady ; but 
to prevent Surprize, they thought it convenient 
for one to ſtand Centinel, whilſt the other kept 
Maſſetio Company. So, having agreed the 


Matter, one goes to wake him: But he not 


being ſo faſt aſleep as they thought, and gueſſ- 
ing at their Meaning, preſently ſtarted up, and 
went into the Arbour, where the dumb Man 
pleaſed them both ſo well, that they never 
miſſed viſiting the Arbour every Day. 

Some of the other Siſters perceiving the In- 
trigue, reſolved preſently to acquaint the Ab- 
beſs with it; but, upon ſecond Thoughts, they 
had a Mind rather to have ſome Share with 
the others. And thus, in a little time, Mz/- 
ſeito had obliged the whole Convent. The 
Lady Abbeſs was the laſt, who perceiving the 
Care the dumb Man took of her Nuns, was 
defirous to have her Share, being as much in 
Need as any of the reſt. She took him boldly 
to her own Chamber, and kept him there ſo 


long, that all the Siſters made great Com- 


plaints, that their Gardener did not come to 
Work. 

They were all equally defirous of his Com- 
pany, but the Abbeſs often interpoſed her Au- 
thority, and kept him with her as long as he 
was fit for any thing. At laſt, Maſerro grew 
weary of ſo much Buſineſs, and began to think 

D he 
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he had acted the dumb Man long enough: 
And being one Day with the Abbeſs, who 
nrged him to do more than he was able, 
he broke ont on a ſudden, ſaying, Madam, 
One Cock may ſerve Ten Hens, but Ten Men 
can hardly ſatisfy One Woman: What an Hard 
Taſk then have I, who have Nine to pleaſe ? 
Pray, Madam, either abate of my Labour, or 
give me Leave to go Home. 

The Abbefs hearing a Man ſpeak, whom ſhe 
ſuppoſed to be dumb, cried out, A Miracle! A 
Miracle! and aſſembled the whole Convent, 
who, inſtead of diſmiſſing Maſſerto, gave out, 
that by the Power of their Faſtings and Pray- 
ers, they had recovered a dumb Man to his 
Speech ; ſo they made him their Steward in 
the room of the other, who died much about 
that Time. Every one of them then confeſſed 
that which they could no longer conceal : And 
Maſſerto being afterwards well fed and paid, 


_ did as much as he could, and left others to do 


the reſt. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. II. 


The pleaſant Adventure of a Carmelite Fryar 3 
his Gallant ; together with his Letter and her 


Anſwer, 


OR the better underſtanding of this Story, 
the Reader muſt be acquainted, that the 
Ttalian Dames are kept up worſe than Slaves, 
and have not ſo much as the Liberty of their 
own Houſes, in the Kingdom of Naples. The 
Cuſtom is to lock them up in the Garrets ; 
which, for that Reaſon, they call the Womens 
Apartment. Whenever they have a Mind to 
buy any Thing that is cried along the Streets, 
ox give an Alms to any poor Body, they have 
Baſkets, which they faſten to a great Rope, and 
let them down to give or receive what they 

pleaſe, 

A Fryar Carmelite, who was making his Queſt 
(a general Word to expreſs Begging) in Ho- 
, hour of the little Scapulary, was waiting under 
" the Window of a Dame of Quality, for the 
Deſcent of ſome Alms; the Gentlewoman, it 
ſeems, having too great a Kindneſs for him to 
ſend him away empty, conveyed down to him, 
in her Baſket, a great white Loaf, which the 

. good Fryar was reaching out his Arms to re- 
ceive, when two Frenchmen coming by, that 

were almoſt famiſhed, proving nimbler than he, 

diſappointed him of his Prey ; for one of them 
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having rudely puſhed the Fryar acreſs the 
Street, the other laid hold of the Baſket, and 
taking out what was in it, they both betook 
ahemſelves to their Heels. The Carmelite, con- 
ſcious of his Guilt, and reſolved to get the 
Loaf into his own Hands, fell running after 
them with all Speed, crying out, Stop the 
Thieves, Stop the Thieves : Whereupon the Peo- 
ple ſoon ſtopped them, fuppofing they had 
ſtolen ſomething of Value; but the poor 
Wretches gave good Evidence, that nothing 
Teſs than extreme Munger had put them upon 
this Attempt ; for, without being moved or 
ſcared at the Uproar made about them, he wha 
had ſtole the Loaf broke it in two, and gave 
the one Half of it to his Companion. As this 
was doing, ſome Papers dropt out of it into the 
Street, which an Talian immediately ſnatched - 
up; and the Carmelite, whe, till then, had ex- 
preſſed ſuch Earneftneſs to have his Loaf again, 
ſlipt away through the Crowd, without making 
any farther Enquiries about it. 

The SpeQators were every one curious to 
know the Contents of theſe Papers, and the 
1:alian, to avoid the Throng of People, retired 
to an Inn, where, after he had read them by 
bimſelf, he communicated them for a notable 
Piece of Gallantry,. to all that deſired to hear 
them. There were two Letters, the one in- 
cloſed in the other, whereof one was the Fryar 
Cormelite's. Letter, and the other contained the 

Lady's 
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Lady's Anfwer, The Carmetite's was as fol- 


lows. 


vout Soul of the great Mother of Yenus, 
give an Alms to a poor Fryar: Vouch- - 
« ſafe to me, I pray you, for Charity, a Look, 
«© Smile, a Kiſs ; ſome little thing or other, 
for the Sake of that dear little God Cupid.” 


At the Bottom of this Letter, he deſired the 
Lady, that ſhe would be pleaſed to honour him 
with a Word in Anſwer, and to fend him back 
his own Letter, as well tro ſet his Heart at Reſt; 
in that regard, as that ſhe might not be ex- 
poſed to any Surprize from her Huſband. The 
Lady's Anſwer had an Air of Gallantry not in- 
ferior to the 6 Letter. It is as follows. 


Dear Father, 


HE Favour you demand being poor in 

itſelf, I think I may grant it, without 
* Lien the Eſteem I bear for your Perſon, 
* which is very pleafing to me, though at ſo 
« oreat a Diſtance. I dd allow you from this 
Moment, to ſtudy the beſt Means you can to 
come at me: As for the burning your Let- 
ter, it would be. unkind to burn the firſt 


«Fruits of your Love towards me: I believe 
„may confide in you, as to the Care of my 
6 leſt it ſhould fall into the Hands of 


my Tyrant Huſband. May the God Cupid - 
D 3 be 
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« be kind to me, by inſpiring your'Heart wih 
** a Love equal to mine for you: And you may 
depend upon the Conſtancy and Honour of 


Your SLAVE. 


P. K. pray let me ſee you To-morrow,. 
«that I may relieve you. wich ſomething worth. 
on ur Acceptange.” 


Though theſe Letters hemed 2 to be. de 
enough, yet the more unde rſtanding virtu- 
ous of thoſe who heard them read, and could. 
not but expreſs ſomething of Horror, to ſee, 
Wickedneſs covering itſelf with the Pretext of 
Godlineſs, and ſtalking up and dawn in the 
Diſguiſe of a Habit. fo. holy, in outward-Ap< 


pearance. They ſent out ſome Perſons ſeveral 


Ways, to look for the Fryer, but they could 
not. meet with him ;. only they learnt at a. 
rfouſe where he had lodged three or four Days. 
before, that he was dhe of the Great Convent. 
of the Carmelites in Naples, but they could never, 
find him; and thus ended this Nala Ad- 
venture. 
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| CHAP. IV. 

Of the Image of the Virgin Mary, and the Man- 

. mer of her dancing with a Fryar. | 

HE Image is called La Aurora (i. e. the 
Morning, or Day- break) in the Con- 


vent of Franciſcan Fryers called, J of the 
Bridge, of the City of Saragoſſa. This Image 


was in great Veneration ſome Vears ago, and 
the Lay Brethren of that Convent were very 


much reſpected by all tlie People of that City, 
becauſe they had given out, that there was al- 
ways one Lay Brother in that Convent ſo god- 
ly, that he was in high Eſteem and Favour 


with the Virgin 4% la Aurora; but unhappily 
for that Image, for the Convent, and for the 
Lay Brethren of it! For one of them, who was 


Clerk of the Chapel of the Virgin, gave out, 


in the City, that on her Feſtival Dy, which 
was the Tue/day after Zaſter, the Image was to 


dance with him after Evening Songs were over, 
This uncommon Miracle excited the Curioſity 
of almoſt all the Inhabitants of the City to 
meet there-at the fixed' Time ; but the crafty 


Fryers knowing that the twentieth Part of the 
People could not ſee it, upon ſecond Thoughts, 
ſpread -a Report,” that the Miracle was to be 


continued for eight Days, or, as they ſay, all the 


Days of the OZava of the Virgin: So the firſt 


and fecond Days were appointed for the Noblo- 
* men 
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men and Ladies, and the reſt for Tradeſ- 
men and common People, 

When the Day was come, and the Evening 


Songs over, the Image of the Virgin was in 
the Middle of the Altar of her Chapel, in a 


ſmall gilt Chapel, richly dreſt, and all the Al- 
tars round about full of Wax Candles. Before 
the Altar, a Scaffold. was ſet up for the Muſick, 
and for the Lay Brother. So, when the Church 
was full of People, the Farther Guardian made 
the Signal to the Brother to begin to dance la- 
Folias; 1. e. the Follies with the Caſtanets, or 
cracking of the Fingers. The Fryae danced a 
long while, without being accompanied by the 
Image : The People began to ſay the Lay Bro- 


ther was a Cheat, which being heard by him, 


he fell down upon his Knees, and hegan to cry 
bitterly, and complain to the Image thus in a 
whinin Tone: „Hear, young Madona, do 
not make me paſs for a Cheat; you know 


« yery well what you promiſed me one Night, 


ehen I was combing out the Wig that my 
« Couſin gave you. Hear, do you remember? 
« you ſay nothing ? Then by this holy Croſs 


you ſhall pay for it. Now, I will ak you to 


© be as good as your Word twice more, and if 
« you will expoſe me to be laughed at by the 


People that are here preſent, by my Faith I. 


« will ſwear that you are the Cheat, and every 
body will believe me, and none for the fu- 


ture will care for you.” 0 * was it 
to 
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to the Fryar and the People, to ſee the Tmage 
make a Reverence to the Brother! Now, ſaid 
« he, you are an honeſt Woman, come let us 
« dance the Folia:, and let every one here pre- 
* ſent know, that you perform whatever you 
«« promiſe,” The Image began really to turn 
round about, for the Space of three Minutes. 
A reverent Silence was kept in the Church, 
and all were ſurprized to ſee ſo wonderful a 
Miracle, no body daring to ſay a Word, but 
the good Brother, who, when the Image ceaſed 
from her Motions, turning to the People, ſaid, 
Now you ſee the great Eſteem this Image 
«+ has, for me, and becaufe I love the Inhabi- 
«« tants of Sarageſſa, as my own Life, I will aſk 
« a Favour from my Image for them; which, 
« if ſhe refuſeth, I have done with her. Theſe 
are the Keys of her Treaſure, and let her 
„hire another Servant, for I am ſure no body 
% can be ſo faithful as I have been to her. Ay, 
% ſhe will think on it, before ſhe loſeth me! 
% Now, the Favour that I beg of you for my 
« Fellow-Citizens of Sarageſſa, (turning to the 
Image) is, That you will take the Name of 
& every one that comes, and offers you the 
Charity of one Maſs only (for I would not 
have them pay too dear for this Favour) and 
5 enter it in the Book of eternal Life, Now, 
te let me ſee what Anſwer ſhe gives me. Will 
0 81 grant them this Favour?“ Then the 

- Image 
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Image lifted up, and bowed down its Head; 


at which Signal the People cried out, Viva, 
vi va la Virgin de la Aurora: Let the Virgin of 
the Morning live; or, Long live the Virgin of 
Aurora. This Miracle was immediately di- 
vulged through the whole City, and for the ſix 
following Days the Church was crowded with 
People, from Morning till the Dance of Folia- 
was ended. But the Inquiſitors finding the 
thing ſomething odd, they ſent their Secretary 
to- the Convent at Midnight, with Order to 
take up the Lay Brother, and ſearch the Image; 
which being done -accordingly, he found an 
Inſtrument to move the Image with, which 
came down under the Altar-Table, where an- 
other Lay Brother turned the Inſtrument. 80 
the Cheat was found out; but to a late; for, in 
the ſix Days the Image Harlequin danced, the 
- Fryers got Four Thouſand Pieces of Eight for © 
Maſſes, as the Father Guardian of the Convent 
did own to the Inquiſitors ; and all that was in- 
fliged on the two Lay Brothers for this Crime, 
was to ſend them into another Convent in the 
Country. The Convent loſt a great deal by 
this Diſcovery, for the People never went near 
it ſince ; and the Community, that was former- 
ly compoſed of an Hundred Fryers, is now re- 
duced to. Thirty in all, This Dance of the 
Spaniſh Follies, or rather, the Follies of that 
| Dance (for one Fool made many) happened = 
0 
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the Vear 1705, of which the Relator was an 
Eye-witneſs, having gone two ſeveral times to 
ſee that Wonder of Wonders, as the Fryers then 
uſed to call it, 


CHAP. V. 

The Adventure of Iſabella with a Fryar, aubo, 
under Pretence of making an Oblation of her Vir- 
ginity to the B. Virgin, debauched her before an 
Altar, at Thirteen Years old. 


T Was born at Sera, Wm the Abruzzo, of Pa- 

rents not very eminent for Fortune or Birth; 

yet my Father's Employment was ſufficient to 
give me a genteel Education. 

I am of Opinion, there is ſome Impulſe of 
Nature, or Influence of the Stars, which puſhes 
ſome more than others on the Confines of Venut. 
I confeſs, I did not know what it was that Men 
and Women were joined for; yet, by that time 
T was turned of Twelve, IL had a great Inclina- 
tion to Marriage; that is, I had a mighty 
Mind to a Huſband. To this End, I frequent- 
ed the Convent of the Fryers, where my Mo- 
ther, and all our Family, ever choſe their Con- 
feſſors, to pray-to the Virgin Mary td ſend me 
a good Huſband, according to my Defire, I 
had continued this Prayer almoſt a Year, when 
finding no Effect of all my Oriſons, I began to 
ſuſpe& I had made a ſinful Demand, and _ 
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of this Fear I applied myſelf to my Confeſſor, 
2 grave, old, religious Fryar in Appearance, 
but, in Effect, without either N or 
Gravity. 

He finding my Simplicity, told me, he would 
pray to the Virgin to know her Will in that 
Particular, and ordered me to come to Con- 
feffion again in a Day or two, and he would 
give me her Anſwer. I was over joyed in my 
Mind, that I had fo good an Advocate in my 
Cauſe, and was punctual to a Minute, to know 
the Reſult, When I to him in the Con- 
feſſional, “ Ceaſe, al be, my pretty little 
„Paughter, to aſk a Huſband of the Bleſſed 
“Virgin Mary, who being herſelf a Maid, will 
* have you have no Huſband at all.” Since 
you tell me, replied I, that it is the Will of the 
Bleſſed Virgin, I will give and dedicate my 
Virginity to Heaven. The good Father com- 
mended my pious Reſolution, and told me, 
the Virgin had ordered I ſhould dedicate it to 
her in ſome Church. I then replied, fince the 
Virgin had commanded ſo, his Church ſeemed 
to be the fitteſt for the Oblation. I approve 
of your Devotion, my good Daughter, ſaid 
* he, and now therefore depart in Peace, and 
© return in the Morning, for this Night I will 
«« ſpend in Prayer to ur Lady, that ſhe would 
*« vouchſafe to ratify the Dedication of thy 
oy Virginity ; ; and having waſhed your Body all 
** clean in the Morning, and put on clean 
6 —— 
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Linen, return to me; for it's not lawful for- 


any thing anclean to be offered to the Virgin 
«© by her Prieſts. Take care to be here in good 
«time, and alone; for there are to be no Wit- 


* neſſes of the Conſecration of thoſe things of 


<© which the Virgin takes Poſſeſſion.“ 

Returning in the Morning full of Devotion 
to the Virgin, be led me to his Cell; where, 
on an Altar, I ſaw a Crucifix ſurrounded with 
abundance of Wax Candles, and, above all, a 
Picture of our Lady. The Door being faſten- 
ed, we both joined in Prayer, and ſung ſome 


Hyms to the Virgin, when both riſing up, 
„My Daughter, ſays he, you muſt now take 


« off your upper Garment, to conſecrate it to 


* our Lady: Which having, by his Help per- 
formed, with all the Form of Devotion, pray 
ing, and he ſinging Hymns all the while; he 
then ordered me to pull off the next, and ſo 


till I was now come to my Shift. I was a lit- 


tle ſurprized, in ſpite of my Ignorance ; but 
the Formality of the Ceremony, and the Gra- 


vity of his AſpeR, together with a mighty 
Opinion of his Piety, lulled aſleep all Suſpici- 
on of foul Play; and I really believed this was 
the peculiar Order of the Church, fince per- 
formed in ſuch Solemnity, before the Crucifix 
and the Picture of the Bleſſed Virgin. Being 
now only covered with my Shift, blufffing all 
over, my Eyes being quite ſhut with Fear and 
Devotion, he then told me, I muſt pull off my 


E Shift 
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Shift too ; for the Virgin and the Saints be- 
ing all without Cloaths, would have nothing 
offered to them, but what was quite naked: 
But I could not, with all his Threats, be pre- 
vailed with to do that Office myſelf, but ſuffer- 
ed him to take it away, who left me quite na- 
ked to his View; when, having ſaid another 
Prayer, and ſung an Hymn, he approached me 
very cloſe, and preſſing my Breaſts with his 
trembling Fingers, Theſe precious little 
Balls, ſaid he, are thus offered to my Church 
«and her Patroneſs.” Then running over my 
Cheeks; all blaſhing hot as Fire, approaching 
my Mouth, This, ſaid he, my Daughter, 
* muſt be taken Poſſeſſion of only by the 
Mouth: Then kiſſing me three times, And 
«theſe ruby Lips are an Offering to my - 
«© Church.” Thence having paſſed from my 
Boſom to my Belly, and making Seizure of 
them, as Offerings to his Church, he ordered 
me to kneel down before the Altar, and ſay 
after him theſe Words. O ever-glorious 
«Virgin, I here offer thee my Virginity and 
« my naked Body, to be taken Poſſeſſion of by 
« this thy Miniſter and Servant.” Then, after 
a ſhort Hymn, he ordered me to lye down at 
the Foot of the Altar, where my Virginity 
muſt be offered to our Lady. In Obedience to 
his Order, I laid me down on my Face, in that 
humble Poſture to offer myſelf up to the Vir- 
Yin, when he kneeling by me, and fitting him- 
ſelf 
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ſelf for the curſed Encounter, with unheard of 
Impiety, making Religion the Pimp to his 
Luft, he ran his Hand gently over my back 
Parts, and took thoſe into his Church. Then, 
with ſome ftruggling, he turned me upon my 
Back, and prefling my Thighs and Arms with 

the ſame Formality and ſeeming Devotion, 
Holy Virgin, faid he, who haſt with ſo 
„ much Beauty adorned this thy Votary, form- 
« ed theſe tremulous Thighs ! this firm round 
Belly; theſe ſmall round taper Arms and 
* Fingers, with ſo much Angelick Symmetry, 
Proportion and Softneſs ; behold this thy 
little Handmaid, and rejoice in the Poſſeſſi- 
** on of ſuch a Servant.” Having ſaid this 
three times, and cafting his Eye now to the 
Scene of all his Action, and the Diſtinction to 
the Sex: And this, my Daughter, I muſt 
* ſeine with my Hand, as the Gate to that Of- 
* fering which you come to make to the Blefſ- 
ed Virgin; and, as the Mouth was only to 
„de taken Poſſefion of by the Mouth, ſo muſt 
e this be by what can only deliver the Offer- 
ing you have brought.” I ſtruggled ſome 
time, and urged, that he certainly exceeded 
his Commiſſion ; but denouncing terrible Ana- 
thema's, he told me, it would be Impiety to 
carry back from. the Virgin, the very Thing I 
came to immolate to her; as I muſt needs do,. 
unleſs I left my Maidenhead with him. Van- 
quiſhed by theſe Reaſons, and a ſort. of un- 
E 2. known. 
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\ known Pleaſure raiſed by his artful Approaches, 
I ſuffered him at laſt, betwixt Struggling and 
| Conſent, to take entire Poſſeflion of my Per- 

ſon. The firſt Encounter being over, I was 

going to dreſs me; but e'er I got my Shift on, 
he ſeized it with this Affarance, That, as che 


Mouth was taken Poſſeſſion of by three Kiſſes, 


fo muſt my Virginity by as many Embraces. 
The firſt Fear being over, and thinking it wy 
Duty, and the Pleaſure its Reward, he eaſily 
made me comply, till a great Part of the Day 
| being now waſted in this new Sort of Sacrifiee, 
dreſſing myſelf as well as I could, he diſmiſſed 
me, with an Order of repeating the ſame Ex- 
orciſm the next Day. In ſhort, | he cultivated 
his Ground in ſuch a Manner, that in a little 
Time I found myſelf with Child. I informed 
him of my Condition, and aſked his Advice as 
well as Aſſiſtance. He amuſed me with Words, 
till finding the Secret muſt come out, he left 
Sera, and. went to ſome. Convent of the ſame 
Order, at the farther End of Jah, | 
My Condition was now no longer to be con- 
coaled ; my Mather ſoon made the Diſcovery, 
and flew into ſuch. a Rage, that had, not my 
Father intervened, I believe that Day would 
| have been my laſt; but he loving me more 
tenderly than my Mother, took me aſide, and 
having fully examined the Mattes, gave Credit 
to my Account, and vowed certain Revenge on 
the impious and treachexous Fryar, i & he could 


by 
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by any means learn to what Convent he. was 


fled ; But for fear my Mother ſhould treat me 


too harſhly, he ſent me to a Friend in the. 


Country, not far from a Villa of the Ducheſs of 


Jora, where I was delivered of a dead Child, 
the Fright my Mother put me into having kill- 
ed it in the Womb. I had, after a hard Tra- 


vel, ſome Months of Illneſs, inſomuch that my 


Life was deſpaired of; for, by the Indiſcretion - 
of the People, the News of my Father's unfor-. 


tunate Death was brought to my Ears, while I 


yet laboured under the Power of a Diſtemper - 
not eaſily removed. He had, it ſeems, with 
indefatigable Induſtry, found out the Fryar, . 


and ſtabbed him to the Heart ; but being ſeiz- 


ed by the Fryars, and proſecuted for the Fact, 


he was executed at Padua. The News of it 


broke my Mother's Heart, and had very near 
diſpatched me in the fame manner : But Youth. 


and Deſtiny preſerved me for a happier End. 


* 
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C HAP. VI. 


Account of the merry Adventure of Gelding F. ather 
Lawrence, @ Jeſuit, at Avignon. 


T Avignon, a large City in ah, lived a 
 Fefuit named Father Lawrence, Who, 
among the reſt of his She-Penitents, was a lit- 
tle too intimate with a pretty Hoſteſs, They 
n bad amorous Affairs together; but, at 
E 3. laſt, 
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hf, whether for want of Caution, or- mere 
Jealouſy in the Huſband, they were not a liv- 
tle ſuſpected by. Mine Hoſt, of Cornuting his Fore- 
lead. One time, juſt as they were getting of 
the Bed, ſhe was heard. to ſay (hugging and 
kiſſing him at the ſame time) Are you ſure 
** of four Man f. Can you truſt him with the 
« Treaſure of my. Life? Will he not actually 
do whatche only pretends to diſſemble, the 
better to deceive my Huſband, and make our 
Converſation agreeable and eaſy.? Should 
my dull Drudge ſuſpe& you only meant to 
« amuſe him, I fear he would try the Honeſty 
« of Martino. I am afraid a Surgeon has not 
«« Honeſty enough, to refuſe a Bribe to betray 
his Truſt : But however that be, I wiſh you 
** could have thaught of ſome Way leſs dangee 
„ rous, to remove my Huſband's - Jealouſy.” 
No, dear. Angel, ſaid the Prieſt, I have ſufficiently 
ſecured. Martino by, a  Bribe which thy Huſband 
evill ſearce out-did, did he know our Intrigue ; fo 
much better does he love Money than Revenge ! "He's 
too good a Chriſtian, poor Soul ! to bear Malice; 
at haſt, where the Execution of it will _ ex- 
e. 
Haring ended the Diſcourſe, and their amo- 
- Tpus Dalliance, ſhe diſmiſſed the Prieſt by a ſe- 
cret Communication between the Houſe and 
Stables, and returned to her Gueſts, It was, 
hut a ſhort Space hefore the Prieſt, who had, 
been ſo familiar math the Landlady, came intg, 
| the. 


5 [ 6_T 


the Room where the Gueſts were, with ſeveral 


ethers, among whom was a Surgeon called 
Martino. The Hoſt and Wife, and ſome more 
of the Family, with all the Gueſts, being pre- 
ſent, the Prieſt began this formal Harangue. 
% You my loved Neighhours, and you my 


« Kinsfolks that are preſent, ſhall be Witneſſes 


of my Doings. It is ſaid, IF thine Eye be a 
© Scandal, plack it out, and-that thoſe are happy 
ho make themſelves Exuchs for the King- 
« dom of Heaven. Now, it has been my Mis» 
fortune to incur the Suſpicion of our Hoſt, in 
relation to his virtuous Conſort, my Penitent ; 
« being therefore. reſolved to remove all Cauſe 
of: Uneaſineſs, Quarrel, or Ill-will, by taking 
away the Grounds and Cauſe of Suſpicion ; 
<« {9 that hereafter my good Penitewt and I may 
« converſe with all the Freedom of two of the 
« ſame Sex: I haue already made my Will, 
« and diſpoſed of my temporal: and ſpiritual 
«+-Afﬀairs, and as à good honeſt Man ſhould do, 
« heartily forgive all my Enemies: Particular- 
«ly, I declare, that it was not only by my Con- 
« ſent, but my Defire, that my honeſt Friend 
. Martino the Surgeon undertook this Opera- 
«tion upon me; and therefore, if any thing 
«« happens amiſs, or otherwiſe than the Skill of 
<« ſo great an Artiſt might promiſe, he has my 


« hearty Forgiveneſs before all the Company.” 


The Company were ſome ſurprized, and 


ſ$me concerned at what the Prieſt ſaid ; but 
the. 
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te Strangers and Travellers could not well. 


tell what he meant, till being diſrobed, and 


Bound faſt Head and Foot, 'the Surgeon took. 


out his Tools, and went to Work. The Prieft: 


was not fond of parting with his Witneſſes, 
but had made a ſecret Bargain with the - Sur- 
geon, only to make a Flouriſh, and pretend 
that he had perfectly gelt him. But the Hus-- 
band, who had good Reaſon to ſuſpect his 
Familiarity with his Wife, ſecretly gave the 
Surgeon double the Money, to go thorough- 
ſtitch with his Work, and to make the Prieſt 
an Eunuch indeed; by that means to puniſh 
him, not only for the Injury he had already 
done him, hut to prevent: the like for the fu 
ture. 

The Prieſt lying now at his die whoſe- 
Money he had already received, the Tempta- 
tion of a double Fee ſoon determined him, at 
one Stroke, to ſhave him ſo cloſe, that he fpoil-. 
ed his Rutting for: ever after ; giving for a 
Reaſon, that he did not- uſe to make a Jeſt of 
his Profeflion. The Prieſt ſwooned away, the 
diſconſolate Dame did the like; but the Hus- 
hand and Company were very well pleaſes: | 
”ue the Operation, 


\ 
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CHAF. W 
A Sbort Account of the Inquiſition, and its Pradice. | 1 
3 
\ 
. 


N the Time of King Ferdinand V. and 
Queen Jabella, the Mixture of Jews and 
Moors with Chriſtians was ſo great, the Relapſes 
of the new Converts ſo frequent, and the Cor- 1 
ruption in Matters of Religion ſo barefacetl | * 
among all Sorts and Conditions of People, that 1 
as the Cardinal of Spain thought the introduc- 
ing of the Inquiſition would he the only Me- ' 
thod to ſtop the Progreſs of Vice and Immora- | 4 
lity ; fo likewiſe, for a Cure of the Irreligion * 
of thoſe Times, the Inquiſition was efabliſhed 1 
in 14 1, in the Court, ann other Parts of 
Spain. 1 
The Cardinal's Defign in procyring this - 
Tribunal, was only to ſuppreſs Mereſies, and 
chaſtiſe many horrible Impieties, as, Blaſphe- 
my, Sodomy, Polygamy, Soreery, Sacrilege, 
and many others, which are alſo puniſhable in 
theſe Kingdoms by the Prerogative Court, but 
not after a Manner ſo barbarous as the Inqui- 
 fition doth, The Deſign of the Cardinal was 
commendable, being in ieſelf good, and ap- 
proved by all the ſerious and deyout People of ; 
that Time; but the Uſe made of it was not-ſo, © . 1 
as will appear immediately. : 1 
I ſhall only ſpeak of the Inqui ſition of Sara 
£9 ;, for, as L am treating of Matters of FaQ, 
L may 
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2 Frieſt, though 
The three 
Paro. Guerraro, Don Franciſco Torrejon, and Don 


command every living Soul; and no Excuſe is 


[4] 


I may tell with Confidence what I know, as an 


Eye-witneſs, of ſeveral Things done there. 


This Tribunal is compoſed of three Inquiſnors, 
who are abſolute Judges, and from whoſe Judg- 


ment there is no Appeal, not even to the Pope 


himſelf, nor td a General Council ; as doth ap- 


| pear from what happened in the Time of 


Phillip II. when the Inquiſitors having cenſured 


the Cardinal of Toleds, the Pope ſent for the 


Proceſs and Sentence, hut the Inquiſitors did 
not obey him; and though the Council of Trent 
acquited the Cardinal, they, notwithſtanding, 
inſiſted on the Performance and Enecetion of 


| their Sentence. 


The firſt Inquiſitor is a Divine, the ſecond a 
Caſuiſt, and the third « Civilian, The firſt 
and ſecond are always Prieſts, and promoted - 
from Pzehends to the high Dignity of being 
Holy Inquifitors, The third ſometimes is not 
he wears the Clerical Habit. 
Inquiſitors of my time were, Don 


Antonio Aliaga. This Tribunal hach « High 
Sheriff, „ God knows how many Officers, 
beſides thoſe that belong to the Houſe, and 
live in it. They have likewiſe an Executioner, 
or, we may ſay, ſo many Executioners as Offi- 
cers and Judges. Beſides theſe, there are many 
Dualificators and Familiars. 

The Inquifitors have a deſpotick Power to 


to 
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to be given, nor Contradiction to be made to 
their Orders; nay, the Perſons have not the 
Liberty to ſpeak, nor complain in their Mis for- 
tunes; and therefore there is à Proverb which 
ſays, Con la Inguiſition chiton : Do not meddle 
with the Inquiſifion ; or, as to the Inquiſition 


ſay nothing. This will be better underſtood 


by the following Account of the Method they 
make uſe of, for the taking up, and arreſting 
People; which is thus. 

When the Inquifitors receive an Information 
againſt any Body (which is always in private, 
and with ſuch Secrecy, that none can know 
who the Informer 1s, for all the Informations 
are given in at Night) they ſend their Officers 
to the Houſe of the Accuſed, moſt commonly 
at Midnight, and in a Coach. They knock at 
the Door (and then all the-Family is in Bed) 
and when ſomebody aſks from the Window, 
Who is there? The Hely Inguiſſtion. At theſe 
Words, the Perſon who aſks the Queſtion, with- 
out Noiſe or Delay, or even the Liberty of 
giving. Notice to the Maſter of the Houſe, 
comes down to open the Door: For when the 
Inquiſitors ſend the Officers, they are aſſured 
by their Spies, that the Perſon is within Doors ; 
and if they do not find the Accuſed, they take 
up the whole Family, and carry them to the 
Inquiſition : So that the Perſon who ſpeaks to 
them is with good Reaſon afraid of making any 
Delay in opening the Street- Poor. Then they 
go 
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20 up Stairs; and arreſt the Accuſed, without 


telling a Word, or hearing a Word from any of 
the Family, and putting him filently into the 
Coach, chey drive away to the Holy Priſon. If 
the Neighbours by Chance hear the Noiſe of 
the Coach, they dare not go to the Window ; 
for it is well known, that no other Coach, but 
that of the Inquiſition, is abroad at that Time of 


the Night. Nay, they are ſo much afraid, that, 


they dare not even aſk their Neighbours, the 
next Morning, any thing about it ; for thoſe 
who talk of any thing that the Inquifiti- 
on doth; are liable to undergo the very ſame 
Puniſhment, and perhaps too the Night follow- 
ing g 8, if the Accuſed be a Daughter, Son 
or F rates, and ſome Friends or Relations go in 
the Morning to ſee that Family, and aſk the 
Occaſion of their Tears and Grief, they an- 
ſwer that their Daughter was ſtolen away the 
Night before; or, that the Son, Father or Mo- 
ther (or whoever be the Priſoner) did not come 
home the Night before, and mat they ſuſpe& 
he was murdered. This Anſwer they give, 
becauſe they cannot tell the Truth, without 
expoſing themſelves to the ſame Misfortune : 
And not only this, but they cannot go to the 
Inquiſition, to enquire for the Priſoner, for 
they would be confin'd for that alone. So, all 
the Comfort the Family can have in ſuch a Caſe, 


. is to imagine, that the Priſoner is in China, or 
ſome other n Part of the World. This is 


the 


— 
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the Reaſon why nobody knows the Perſons that 


are in the Inquiſition, till the Sentence is pub- 
liched and executed, except thoſe Priéſts and 
Fryars who are ſummoned to hear the Tryal. 

The PBualificators and Familiars, which are in 
the City and Country, in Caſes of Neceſſity, 
have full Power to ſecure any Perſon they ſuſ- 
peR, with the ſame Secrecy, and to commit 
him to the neareſt Commiſſary of the Holy Of- 
fice of the Inquiſition, who is to take Care to ſend 
him ſafely to the Priſon ; and this is all dane by 
Night, and without the leaſt Fear that the Peo- 
ple ſhould reſcue the Priſoner, nay, or even 
talk of it. 


mY 
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Account of a merry Trick which ſore Students in 
the Unteerfity of Saragoſſa put upon one of their 
Officers. 


HE Rector of thg Univerſity of Sarazo/e 

has his own Officers to arreſt the Scho- 

lars, and puniſh them, if they commit any 
Crime. Among their Officers was one Guada- 
laxara, who was mighty officious and troubles, 
ſome to the Collegians or Students ; for, upon 
the leaſt Trifle in the World, he would arreſt 


any of them. The Scholars, on this Account, 


hated him, and were always contriving how 
* ſhould plague him, or put ſome comical 
.0 Trick 
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Trick upon him. At laſt, it was agreed, that 
Six of the luſtieſt among them ſhould be at the 
Bottom of the Univerſity Steeple in the Even- 
ing, and Six more in the Bellfrey, who were to 
let down a luſty yoang Fellow by a ſtrong 
Rope, on their hearing of the Word War, 
which was to be the Signal. So, the Scholars 
who were in the Yard, and thoſe at the Bottom 

of theSteeple, took Occaſion to quarrel, in order 
to bring Guadalaxara thither ; which had the 
deſired Effect: For he had no ſooner come and 
arreſted one, but they cried out, War ; where- 
upon thoſe in the Pellfrey let down the Scho- 
lar, who immediately graſping Guadalaxara in 
his Arms, and the Six pulling the Rope at the 
ſame Time, he carried him up almoſt twenty 
Foot high, and then let him Fall to the 
Ground. The poor Fellow was crying out, O 
Fefus ! The Devil has taken me up; when the 
Students that were at the Bottom pulled off 
their Cloaks to receive him ; and as he cried 
out, The Devil, The Devil, they having Inſtru- 
ments of Muſick with them, mimicked every 
Word he ſaid; By this means, a Number of 
the Scholars being got together, they ſurround. 
ed him, ſtill continuing their Muſick, to make 
People believe it was only a Scholaftick Diver- 
ſion. So with this Melody and Rejoicing they 
carried the troubleſome Guadalaxara out of the 
Gates of the City into a Field called The bur = 
Place, becauſe formerly the Hereticks were 
burnt 
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burnt in that Field. Here lay a dead Horſe, 
and opening his Belly, they tied the podr Offi- 
cer by the Hands and Legs, and placed him 
within it, which they ſewed up, leaving on- 
ly the Head of Guadal/axara out under the 
Tail of the Horſe, and fo they went back into 
the City, How diſmal that Night was to the 
poor Man, any body may imagine; but yet 
that was nothing, in Compariſon with what he 
ſuffered in the Morning ; for the-Dogs com- 
ing then to eat of the dead Horſe's Fleſh, he, 
for fear they ſhould bite off the Head, continu- 
ally cried out, Ho! ho! Porros; i. e. Dogs: 
And that Day ke found, that not only the 
Scholars, but even the very Dogs were afraid 
of him, for they did not dare to approach thg 
dead Horſg. The Labourers of the City, whe 
are a moſt ignorant ſort of People, but very 

pleaſant in their ruſtick Expreſſions, going out 
into the Field by Break of Day, ſaw the Doge 
at ſome Diſtance from the Horſe, and heard a 
Voice crying, Ho / ho! Porres, They looked 
about, and ſaw no body; but drawing nearer 
the Horſe, and hearing the ſame Voice, they 
ran away frightened into the City again, and 
gave out, that a dead Horſe was ſpeaking in 
the Burnt Field; and as they affirmed and 
ſwore the Thing to be true, Crowds of People 
went to ſee and hear the Wonder, or, as others. 
called it, The Miracle of a dead Horſe fpeak- 
F 2 ing · 


. ing A publick Notary was among the Mob, 
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but no body dared to go near the Horſe. 
This Notary went to the Inquiſitors, to make 
an Affidavit of the Caſe, and told them, that no 


' body having Courage enough to approach the 


Horſe, it was very proper to ſend ſome of the 


. Fryers with holy Water and Stola, to exorcize 


the Horſe, and find out the Cauſe of his ſpeak- 
ing. But the Inquifitors, who think to terrify 
Beaſts like rational Creatures, ſent fix of their 


Officers, with ſtrict Orders to carry the Horfe 


to the Holy Office. The Officers having an 


Opinion, that the Devil muſt ſubmit to them, 


and approaching the Horſe, they ſaw the Head 
pnder the Tail, and the poor Man crying out, 
% Help! take me out of this ſtipking Grave; 
© for God's ſake, good People, make Haſte, 
4 for I am not the Devil, nor a Ghoſt, nor Ap - 
* parition, but the real Body and Soul of Gas- 
« Jalaxgre, the Conſtable of the Univerſity ; 
and I do renounce in this Place the Office of 
« arreſting Scholars for ever; and I do forgive 
« them this Wrong they have done to me; 
and Thanks be to God and the Virgin of 
* Filar, who have preſerved my Body from be- 


4 ing converted into a dead Horſe, and that! 


« am alive fill.” 

Theſe plain Demonſtrations of the Nature of 
the Thing did not in the leaſt convince the Of- 
kcers of the Inquiſition, who are always very 
A&iQt i in the Performance of the Orders given 

them; 
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them; ſo they took the dead Horſe, and car- 
ried it to che Inquiſition, Never were more 

People ſeen in the Streets and Windows than 
on that Day; beſides the great Crowd that 
followed the Corpſe, which I ſaw myſelf. The 
Inquiſitors having Notice before-hand, went to 
the Hall to receive Information from the 
Horſe; and after they had aſked him many 
Queſtions, the poor Man puſhing up the Tail 
with his Noſe, to ſpeak, to ſee, and to be ſeen, 
and ſtill anſwering them, the wiſe Holy Fathers, 
not truſting to his Information, gave Order to 
the Officers, to carry the fpeaking Horſe to the 
Torture; which being done accordingly, as 
they begun to turn the Ropes through the 
Hoxſe's Belly, the Skin of the Belly broke, and 
the real Body of Guadalaxara did appear in all 
its Dimenſions, and by the dead Horſe's Tor- 
ture, he then ſaved his Life; but not being 
able to recover from the Fright, he died three 
Weeks after, and the Scholars made an Elegy 


on his Death. 
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CHAP. IX. 


Deſcription of the Great Mountain Sylveſter,, 
- ewith ſame Account of the wicked Life of a Her- 
mit there: By a Gentleman avho travelled 10. 

Naples. | 


Shall here relate only what I myſelf diſco- 
vered. I took a Lodging the firſt Night, 

in a Village near the Mountain; and my Cu- 
rioſity led me, the next Morning, to go up to 
the Top of it. They told me there was but 
one Path-way to get up to it, which was on 
the other Side of the Mountain; ſo that I had 
a great Way to go about, to get thither. 
Wherefore, viewing carefully the Top of the 
Mountain, it appeared to me, that I might 
very well fave myſelf the Trouble of going 
about the Mountain, by a certain Paſſage, 
which ſeemed to me as if it had been a trod- 
den Path ; and the Stones that were about it 
apeared like ſo many Steps, by which one 
might get up to the Top. Wherefore, with- 
out farther Conſideration, I ſet forward upon 
the Attempt. I ſcarce had got up half Way 
when I found myſelf extremely miſtaken in my 
Account ; for theſe Stones which had appeared 
to me ſo little, and bywhich I thought I might. 
eaſily gain the Top of the Mountain, proved to 
be great Rocks hanging one ever another, 
3 which 


M3 

which made the Top of the Mountain ĩnacceſ- 
ſible. 
However, I continued ſtill to aſcend, ratlier 
for Humour ſake, to ſee how far I could get, 
than with any Hope of compaſſing my Deſign. 
I clambered and crept up the Clifts of the 
Rocks, and by the Help of the Roots of ſome 
Trees, I raiſed myſelf at aſt to the great Rocks, 
whenge I could perceive I was not far from the 
Top. This gave me new Life and Spirits, and 
the more, becauſe I ſaw there would be greater 
Danger in attempting to get down again, than. 
to get up to the very Top. Agcordingly I pur- 
ſued my Reſolution, and after ſome new Ef- 
forts, I found myſelf all on a ſudden in a very 

fine Garden,, incloſed on all Sides with high. 
Walls, except on that. where it was thought in- 
acceſſible. This Garden, belonged to one of 
the Hermitages, and I deſcried in it two Her- 
mits, who were taking ſome Recreation in a 
Bower. They were ſorely affrighted when 
they ſaw me, and taking me for ſome Ghoft, 
betook themſelves to their Heels, and getting 
into their Hermitage, they barricado'd it againſt, 
me. I was quite ſpent with the extreme Pains. 
J had taken, and in a great Sweat; fo I fat 
down in the Bower they had left, to reſt my- 
ſelf. I found here the Remains of a preat 
Paſty, and a large Bottle of Wine ; and upon a 
Bench on the other Side of me, a Fan and a. 
Coif,, The Hermit being now a little recover- 

. ed. 
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ed out of their Fright, ventured out again into 
the Garden, and came to accoſt me. 

They were aſtoniſhed, when. I told them 
what Shift I made to get up to the Rocks. I 
ſoon diſcevered them to be Frenchmen, and they 
told me it was about two Years ſince they 
came to live in that Hermitage. I took Notice 
of the Gloves, Coif and Fan that were left in 
the Bower: One of them took the Hint, and 
told me, Since you have caſt your Eyes, Sir, 
upon ſome Female Ornaments, that are left 
ce here with us, we ſhall unfold to you the My- 
*«« ſtery of them, in order to have your Advice 
* in an Affair that extremely perplexeth us. 
both. In the next Hermitage to ours, there 
« lives an Italian, of a very bad Life, tho' he 
& he not known of ſuch.” He hath debauched: 
a Ronan Lady, whom he has kept with him 
« ſome Months; and having no Ways of keep- 
ing long, undiſcoyered (becapſe we have 
% ſome Windows that. look towards his Hermi- - 
© tage, and that we daily viſit him with a great 
«. deal of Freedom) he choſe rather to commu- 
« nicate the Matter to us, than endeavour to 
« conceal it. He hath made a Hole in the 
« Wall of our Garden, through which his 
Lady, in caſe of Surprize, or any one's com- 
© ing to viſit him, might retire into our Her- 
«« mitage. For the reſt we have nothing but 
„ the Sight of her, for he is ſo extremely jea- 


« lous, that he keeps her all the Day ſhut up 
.cc in. 


1 
* ina Hole, differing but a very little. from a 
« Priſon : And when he brings her out at any 
Time, to take a Walk, he keeps cloſe with 
© her all the while: Yet ſhe does not ſeem to 
* think much of this, for ſhe loves him ex- 
*« tremely. | 


*+ Tis ſhe that fupports all Expences, for ſhe 


* hath brought abundance of Gold and Silver 
along with her from Rome; and, to ſpeak 
« the Truth, we have fared very well, fince he 
* made the Diſcovery to us ; for there is not a 
„Pay paſſeth, but we receive ſome Preſent or 


other from them. They gave us a Viſit this 


„Morning, and brought with them the Paſty 
« and the Bottle which you ſee. It is not above 
* a Quarter of an Hour fince they left as, and 


it ſeems the Gentle woman forgot to take her 


* Fan and her Gloves with her. 

% It was lucky for you, Sir, that you did 
* not come whilſt he was here, for he certain- 
« ly would have killed you, for fear of being 


* diſtovered. He always carries a great Dag- 


« ger under his Gown, to make uſe of upon 
„any Occaſion. Therefore, we would not 
« adviſe you to ſtay here any time; for ſhould 
« he return hither (as fometimes he does, and, 
„ in all likelihood he now will, to fetch the 
Things his Lady has left behind her) you 
„would be in great Danger. We only defire 
«« you would be pleaſed to afiſt us with your 

Advice, 
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&« Advice, how we may beſt diſcover this, with- 
* out doing ourſelves a Miſchief.” | 
I told them, the ſafeſt and ſhorteſt Way was 
to acquaint the Cardinal-Vicar ; and that they 
needed not trouble themſelves any farther : 


"But, as for my Part, I knew not whether I 


ſhould return to Rome, or no. Then they told 
me, that the Hermit was ſo cunning, that for 
ſome time they bad not dared to take one Step f 
towards Rome, ſo narrowly did he watch them. 

I had been told there was a very fair Abbey 


of Bernardines upon the ſame Mountain; I 


therefore aſked the Hermits, why they did not 
diſcover the Matter to the Abbot ? But they 
replied, they knew they would not be welcome 
there with ſuch a Complaint, becauſe all the 
Monks of that Abbey led · very diſſolute Lives, 
and had each of them his Miſtzeſa as well as 
the Hermit, They tald me likewiſe, that they 
ſuſpeted the Hermit to be à Sorcerer, which 
made them the more fearful to take the leaſt 
Step towards diſcovering him : That they were 
of Opinion he had hewitched this Gentlewo- 
man, becauſe, though he had no conſiderable 
Qualities, and was beſides very deformed in 
Body, with a great flovenly Beard, a ſtipking 
Breath, and rotten Teeth ; yet ſhe had always 
loved him paſſionately, from the Time ſhe firſt 
received one of his Letters, wherein was in- 
cloſed a Piece of white Wax, like an Agnus 


Dei. That they had alſo frequent Cauſe to. 
Vonder 
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wonder at his Knowledge of many ſecret 
Things which had happened at very diſtant 
Places: All which gave them great Suſpicion, 
that he hag to do with the Devil. They were 
about to tell me more of him, but the dread- 
ful Apprehenſions they had given me of his 
coming again, made me take my Leave, de- 
firing they would ſhew me the Way to the Ab- 
bey of Bernardines, where I intended to go and 
day Maſs, having made a Vow to do fo at the 
Altar of St. Sylveffer, to return Thanks for the 
Danger I had eſcaped, when in clambering the 
Rocks I had like to have loſt my Life. 
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CHAP, x. 
Of the pretended Marriages of the Prieſts and Nuzxs, 


HERE is a famous Convent in Tah, 
where, it ſeems there is not a Nun in 
the Houſe, who had not from her Noviceſhip 
ſome particular Fryar for her Friend, with 
whom ſhe was made to contract an intimate 
Alliance in thoſe early Years of Obedience, 
learning to forget that Chaftity and Modeſty 
Which ought to be the ſingular Ornaments of 
their Sex and Profeſſion : And after ſufficient 
time allowed for imbibing and fixing thoſe vi- 


cious Habits, they are with all imaginable So- 


lemnity made Man and Wife. The Ceremony 


of theſe Contracts is thus. When a a | 
a un 


* 
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Nun are come to this mutual Agreement, they 
addreſs themſelves to their reſpective Kindred 
and Friends ; they give Preſents, as Pledges of 
their Affection, and make Demands and Con- 
ditions. They aſſign certain Days to draw up 
the Articles, make the Contract, and celebrate 


the Marriage, during which there is nothing to 


be ſeen but Mirth and Gallantry among the 


Fryers and the Nuns. The following Account 


of the Solemnity of one of their Marriages will 
not perhaps be unacceptable. 

Father An ſonio demanded Siſter Clara of the 
Abbeſs, who perſonated her Mother : Father 
Sebaſtiano ated the Notary that paſſed the Con- 
tract; and having publiſhed the Banns at the 


Grate, and below in the Hall, Father Dominico 


played the Curate of the Pariſh, ſaid the ſame 
Prayers, ufed the ſame Ceremonies, and made 
the Pair ſpeak the Words in their Turn, as they 
uſe in the common Marriages ; and there was 
a Ring given, and put on the Finger of the 


Bride. 


Being come into the Hall or Grate, the Fryar 
on the Outſide, and Siſter Clara within, Wiey 
ſat down, and the go" Father began i in this 
manner. 

„ You have now, my dear Clara, altered 
6 your State, you are no longer in your own 
« Power ; and that Right you might have had 
« in the Direction of your own Actions, is now 


*entirely devolved upon me. Your Body is 
«6 not 
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% not your own, it is now at my Command, 
and muſt be ſubject to my Will; which, if 
* you know yourſelf, you muſt conclude, that 
„my Will and Deſire is not only to ſee, but to 
* feel and enjoy every Part of that beautiful 
% Perſon, This ſecular Dreſs” (for, accord- 
ing to Cuſtom, he was dreſſed like a Cavalier, 
and ſhe like a Lady of the World, with her 
Boſom all bare, and her Face full of Patches, 
and her Hair adorned with Ribbons) „gives 
% me a tempting Sample of that delicious 
«« Fleſh and Blood that is now, by Right, my 
©« own. Draw near, therefore to this Grate :” 
Then ſhe roſe up, and approached it. 'They 
kiſſed with mutual Ardency, which proved ſo 
far from ſatisfying, that it ſerved only to in- 
flame their Deſires. ©* O my raviſhing Clara, 
„ ſaid he, it was with ſuch a Wife of Snow, 
indeed, that our Founder, St. Francis, tamed 
* thoſe unruly Affections that diſturbed his 
* Contemplation ; and without the full poſſeſ- 
„ fion of this Wife of Snow, I can never reſt 
* or be quiet. Before the 'I'ype of Marriage, 
« all above the Girdle was my Due; but now 
all that is below is equally my Right; hide 
therefore no longer the Beauties I long to 
« ſee, and ſeize for my own.“ 

The eager Fryar, impatient of Delay, at- 
tempted 'to remove thoſe Veils himſelf, that 
deprived him of the Sight he ſo much longed 
for; but Siſter Clara ſtepped back, and denied 

G him 
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him yet the Satisfaction, and raiſed many Ob- 
jections about the Unlawfulneſs of the Fact, 
and the Vow of Virginity which ſhe had al- 


ready taken. To theſe, compoſing himſelf as 
well as he could, the Father thus replied. 

All Vows are to be conſidered a linle more 
« nicely than Men generally do in their Re- 
« flections on our Breach of any one in parti- 
„ cular, All Vows are a ſort of Oaths or Com- 
* pacts, by which we oblige ourſelves to do or 
« perform ſuch a Thing; there is one Con- 
dition always abſolutely neceſſary to them 
« all, which is, that the Thing vowed be in 
% our Power; for, ſhould any Man yow to fly 
« up into the Air, or to ſtand twenty Years to- 
* gether on a Pillar, as it is ſaid of Simon Ste- 
« [ites, or to live without Vicdtuals, or any the 
„like extravagant Impoſſibility for mere and 
1 unaſſiſted Man to perform: Can any one in 
« his Senſes ſuppofe himſelf bound by ſuch a 
« Vow, which, as it was ridiculous to make, 
© fo it would be the Height of Madneſs and 
« Preſumption to attempt to perform? It is 
«« true, that by the Aſſiſtance of the divine 
« Power, a Man 1s capable of all the Particu- 
« Jars I have inſtanced ; but I know not what 
«« Ground there is for any Man to expect a Se- 
« ries of Miracles during his whole Life, but 
the fantaſtical Whim of forſaking the com- 
« mon Road of Nature, and thoſe Inclinations 
6c and Deſires which the eternal Former of 

«© Man- 
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% Mankind has fixed in our Frame and Con- 


« ſtitution. The Mechaniſm of our Body is ſo 


* contrived, that as Food is received into the 
*« Stomach, it is there digeſted, and the 
«« Nouriſhment ſeparated by a natural Chymiſtry, 
and each ſent to its different Part. There are 
*« alſo peculiar Veſſels made for the Reception 
of thoſe animal Spirits which Nature deſigns 
for Generation; and when thoſe Veſſels are 
« full, they muſt have a Diſcharge ; and if by 
«any Enthuſiaſtick Notions you forbid thoſe 


„Means which God and Nature has ordained 


for that End, it either generates Diſtempers, 
or filling up the Mind with perpetual De- 
« fires, deſtroys all its nobler and ſublime Ope- 
« rations ; for while it is impriſoned in the 
« Fleſh, it cannot be freed from a very great 
Influence of the good or ill. State of the 
« Body, Thus, by hindering the Courſe of 
« Nature, you make the Humour overflow the 
*« whole, and by damming up a gentle Stream, 


« you make it riſe into a Torrent, which bears 


„ down all before it. You may as well pre- 
tend to eat and drink every Day with Plenty 
« and Pleafure, and yet vow againſt Evacuati- 
« on in the uſual manner: Nature would ſoon 
« let you ſee how vain a Thing it was to at- 
« tempt a Contradiction to her indiſpenſible 
« Laws, by forcing you to ſubmit to the com- 
% mon Courſe of Things, or at once extinguiſh 
« that Being that was committed to your 
G 2 « Charge, 
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« Charge, not only to preſerve, but to pro- 
<< pagate, 

It is true, I will allow ſome one or two 
* peculiar Meſſengers of Heaven have, by that 
« divine Power that ſent them, been exempt- 
ed from the common Frailties and Neceſſi- 
ties of human Life; yet it is a Madneſs for 
e thoſe who have no ſuch immediate Claim to, 
or Neceſſity of, Diſpenſations, to preſume on 
the ſame. Becauſe Providence once, for the 
« Manifeſtation of his own Power and Glory, 
« at the Word of Joſhua, ſtopt the whole 
<< Courſe of Nature, and made the univerſal 
„ Motion ſtand ſtill; ſhould our Generals 
e therefore preſume on the ſame Privilege, 
„whenever their own or their Prince's Ambi- 
tion engages them in a Battle? \ 

« As what I defend is the juſt and the ne- 
« ceſſary Order of our Mechaniſm, ſo to think 
it our Duty, as Men and Women, to avoid 
** that Conjunction which the Wiſdom of our 
Maker deſigned in our original Conſtitution, 
is profanely and impiouſly to pretend to be 
«« wiſer than ſupreme Wiſdom, and to correct 
« that admirable Order and Law, which from 
« the Beginning he had eftabliſhed : God ſaw 
« that it was not good for Man to be alone. That 
% he made thoſe Parts, thoſe Veſſels, which in 
e the Courſe of Digeſtion, would make a Man 
„very uneaſy, without the female Softneſs to 
« diſcharge with Extaſy what had been hoard- 

« ed 
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«ed with Pleaſure, The firſt Law therefore 


that he gave, was, They ſhall increaſe and mui- 
« tiply, and repleniſh the Earth with his beautiful 


« Images. This is the firſt and ſupreme Law, 
*« which being enacted by Omnipotence, can- 


* not be diſſolved but by the ſame Power. 


Now my beautiful Siſter Clara, if you can. 
produce any viſible Diſpenſation from this, 


*« then your Vow of Chaſtity may take Place, 


*« elſe it is void, by being directly contrary to 
*« the Duty of Mankind. You and I are now 
married, and the Law of Nature being irre- 


verſible, puts an End to your raſh and impi- 


*« ous Vow of Chaſtity, which flies in the Face 


* of Nature itſelf. 


« Tt is true, that there has been a political. 
« Inſtitution made by cunning and deſigning 


«« Men, to ſet a- foot this Celibacy, and deny 
*« the Benefit of Marriage to the Clergy ; but 
« it was merely a human Contrivance, to bring 
* a more immediate Intereſt to the Papal 

„Power, and engroſs the Opinion and Go- 
% vernment of the People, by a Pretence to an 

© angelical and ſupernatural Virtue in Con- 
„ ſcience, both as to Riches and Venereal En- 
«« joyments ; yet, believe me, my dear Wife, 
this fatal Hypocriſy has only ſerved to mul- 
« tiply our Defires and Enjoyments, while 
„ thoſe who refuſe what Nature has allowed, 


« fall ſhamefully into thoſe which Nature ab- 
« hors; and while they reje& the Relief of a. 


4 —— 


| 16 J 

« different Sex, they endeavour to create a 
« Difference in the ſame. 4 

«« Theſe ſpecious Pretences have furniſhed 
« ſuch noble Stipends, ſuch large Endow- 
« ments, which at once ſupply ſo many Mo- 
« naſteries with all the Plenty of Luxury, and 
« ſwallow up the Vow of Poverty without 
« Scandal, or ſo much as Notice taken : Nay, 
« it is recommended from our Pulpits, as 
highly meritorious, to make theſe Donations, 
« which render it as impoſlible for us to keep 
« our Vow of Poverty, as the EffeQs of it do, 
to obſerve that of Chaſtity. | 

„But fince theſe handſome Proviſions are 
«© made, and you, my dear Clara, and I, have 
„our Lot thrown into this Land flowing with 
«« Milk and Honey, it is none of our Buſineſs 
to expoſe a Deluſion on which we ſubſiſt; 
but, like others in the ſame State, to enjoy 
« with Privacy and Innocence thoſe Pleaſures 
Nature has ordained, and our Conftitutions 
„require; while our paſt unadviſed, and un- 
natural Vows, ſecure us the Means and Op- 
«« portunity of poſſeſſing them.” 

Siſter Clara liſtened with Attention and Plea- 
ſure to the agreeable Caſuiſtry of the amorous 
Father, and was pleaſed to be convinced, that 
her Pleaſure was her Duty: She now was obe- 
dient to all his Commands, without Reſerve ; 
and fixing a Thouſand Kiſſes on his Lips, ad- 
mired his Knowledge and Eloquence, which 

: had 
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had brought ſo neceſſary a Relief to her Paſſi- 
on, which ſhe owned was beyond Bounds for 
her Father and Huſband. From Kiſſes they 
proceeded to nearer Familiarities, which yet 
increaſed, not leſſened their Deſires ; for no- 
thing could now ſatisfy but full and perfect 
Fruition, The Place denyed them the Hap- 
pineſs they mutually defired ; but Neceſſity, the 
Mother of Invention, ſoon offered them the 
Means. There were two Stools in the Room 
where Siſter Clara was fitting ; the Fryar ad- 
viſed her to ſet one on the other, and by reſt- 
ing her Hands and Arms on them, ſhe might, 


by the Help of the little Door in the Grate, 


give ſome Eaſe to his Anguiſh. The poor 
Nun, with willing Obedience, does as he di- 
rected ; but, as all human Pleaſures have a 
Mixture of Pain, and all Succeſſes are blended 
with Misfortunes ; ſo now, when the Fryar and 
the Nun were as eager, and happy as the Place 
would permit, the Stools, not well fixed, gave 
way to her Motion, and in the Midſt of all her 
Joy, he fell with them to the Floor. 

The” Lover and his Miſtreſs were equally 
confounded and diſappointed, and ſhe had well 
nigh paid her Life for her Joy; but it proved 


otherwiſe ; for ſhe ſoon got up again, and ſhax- 


ing her Cloaths about her, ſhe-complained only 
of her Legs, which immediately conſulting, 
ſhe. found the Skin a little razed, and ſome 


Crimſon | 


- 
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Crimſon Drops trickling down her Alabafter 
Skin. 

The Fryar renewed his Kiſſes of Joy for her 
Safety, and would not deſiſt from renewing the 
Attack in the ſame Way, till ſhe promiſed to 
admit him to her Cell, where they might paſs 
the Night with more Pleaſure and Safety. She 
told him, it was an eaſy Matter, from his Win- 
dow, to paſs into the Garden, where ſhe would 
wait to conduct him up to Bed. So, ending 
the Aſſignation with warm eager Kiſſes, ſhe re- 
turned to the other Grate, where the Company 
expected them with Impatience to their Repaſt. 


„ — — — 


CHAP. XI.. 


A particular Deſcription of two rich Churches in Sa- 
ragoſſa, 25 15 St. Salvator, and the Lady del 
Pilar. 


N the Cathedral of St. Salvator, there are 
forty-five Prebendaries, beſides the Dean, 
Arch. deacon, Chanter, and fixty-fix Benefici-. 
ates, fix Prieſts and a Maſter, and twelve Boys 
for the Muſick, ſixty Clerks, and Under- 
Clerks, and Sextons. The Church contains 
thirty Chapels, large and ſmall, and the great 
Altar is thirty Foot high, and ten broad, all of: 
Marble-Stone, with many Bodies of the Saints 
of the ſame, and in the Middle of it, the Tranſ- 
— of our Saviour in the Mount Tabor, 
- with. 
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with the Apoſtles, all repreſented in Marble 
Figures. The Front of the Altar-Table is 
made of ſolid Silver, the Frame gilt, and adorn- 
ed with precious Stones. In the Treaſury of 


the Church they keep ſixteen Bodies of Saints, 


of pure Silver, among which, that of St. Peter 
Argues (who was a Prebendary in the ſame 
Church, and was murthered by the Saracens) 
is adorned with rich Stones of a great Value. 
Befides theſe, they keep twelve half Silver 
Bodies cf other Saints, and many Relicks ſet in, 
Gold and Diamonds: Forty-two Silver Candle- 
ſticks for the Altar-Table, two large ones, and 
the third for the bleſſed Candle, three hundred 
Pound Weight each: Thirty-ſix ſmall Silver 
Candleſticks ; and fix made of ſolid Gold, for 
the great Feſtivals. Four Poſſenets of Silver, 
two of ſolid Gold, with the Handles of Hyſſops, 
of the ſame. Two great Croſſes, one of Silver, 
the other of Gold, ten Foot high, to carry be- 
fore the Proceſſions: Ten thouſand. Ounces of 
Silver in Plate, Part of it gilt, to adorn the two 
Corners of the Altar on great Feſtivals, and, 
when the Arch-biſhop officiates, and ſays the 
great Maſs, Three-and-thirty Silver Lamps, 
of which the ſmalleſt is an hundred and fifty 
Pound Weight; and the largeſt, which 1s be- 
fore the great Altar, gilt all over, is fix hundred 
and thirty Pound Weight. Abundance of rich 
Ornaments for Prieſts, of inexpreſſihle Value. 
Eighty-four Chalices, twenty of pure Gold, 

| and 
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and ſixty-four of Silver, gilt on the Inſide 
the Cup; and the rich Chalice, which only th 
Arch-biſhop makes uſe of in his Pontifical 
Dreſs. 

All theſe Things are but Trifles, compared 
with the great Cuſſodia they make uſe of to car- 
ry the the great Hoſt through the Streets on 


the Feſtival 5 Corpus Chriſti, This was a Pre- 


ſent made to the Cathedral by the Arch-biſhop 
of Sevil, who had been Prebendary of that 
Church before. The Circumference of the 
Sun and Beams is as big as the Wheel of a 
Coach : At the End of each Beam there is a 
Star. The Center of the Sun, where the great 
Hoſt is placed between two Chryſtals, is ſet 
with great Diamonds ; the Beams are all of 
folid Gold, ſet with ſeveral precious Stones; 
and in the Middle of each Star, a rich Emerald 
ſet in Gold. The Chryſtal with the great 


Hoſt is fixed in the Mouth of the rich Chalice 


on a Pedeſtal of Silver, all gilt over, which is 
three Foot high. The whole Cuftodia is five hun- 
dredPound Weight: And this is placed on a gilt 


Baſe which is carried by twelve Prieſts, Seve- 


ral Goldſmiths have endeavoured to value this 
Piece, but no Body could ſet a certain Sum on 
it. One ſaid that a Million of Piſtoles was too 
little. And how the Arch-biſhop could gather 
together ſo many precious Stones, every Body 
was ſurpriſed, till it was known, that a Bro- 
_ of his Grace died in Peru, and left him 

= 
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- great Sums of Money, and a vaſt Quantity of 
Diamonds and precious Stones. 

I come now to ſpeak of the Treaſury and 
Rarities of the Lady del Pilar. In the Church 
of this Lady is the ſame Number of Prebenda- 
ries and Beneficiates, Muſicians, Clerks and 
Sextons, as in the Cathedral Church of St. Sal- 
' water; and, as to the Ornaments and Silver 
Plate, they are very much the ſame, except 
only that of the great Ca//odia, which is npt fo 
rich. But as to the Chapel of the bleſſed Vir- 
gin, there is withodt Compariſon more in it 
than in the Cathedral. Now, 25 to her Riches, 
I ſhall give you an Account, as far as I remem- 
ber, for it is impoſſible for every thing to be 
kept in the Memory of Man. 

In the little Chapel, where the Image is on a 
Pillar, are four Angels of the Size of a Man, 
with a large Candleſtick, each of them, all 
made of Silver gilt. The Front of two Altars 
is ſolid Silver, with gilt Frames ſet with rich 
Stones. Before the Image there is a Lamp, or 


(as they call it) a Spider of Chryſtal, in which 


twelve Wax Candles burn Night and Day : 
The ſeveral Parts of the Spider are ſet with Gold 
and Diamonds, which was a Preſent ſent to the 
Virgin by Don John of 4u/iria, who alſo left 
Her in his laſt Will, his own Heart, which ac- 
cordingly was brought to her, and is kept in a 
Gold Box ſet with large Diamonds, and hangs 
before the Image, Thereis a thick Grate oy 
about 


RO 
about the little Chapel, of ſolid Silver: Next 
to this is another Chapel, to ſay Maſs in before 


the Image; and the Altar-Piece of it is made 


of Silver, from the Top to the Altar-Table, 
which is of Jaſper Stone, and the Front of Sil- 
ver, with the Frame gilt, and ſet with precious 
Stones. The rich Crown of the Virgin is . 
twenty-five Pound Weight, ſet all over with 
large Diamonds, ſo that no Body can ſee any 


Gold in it, and moſt People think, it is all 


made of Diamonds, Beſides this great one, 
ſhe has fix Crowns more of pure Gold, ſet with 
rich Diamonds and Emeralds, the ſmalleſt of 
which is worth Half a Million. 

The Roſe of Diamonds, and other precious 
Stones ſhe has to adorn her Mantle, are innu- 
merable ; for though ſhe is dreſt every Day in 
the Colour of the Church's Feſtival, and never 
uſeth twice the ſame Mantle, (which is of the 
beſt Stuff imbroidered with Gold) ſhe has new 
Roſes of precious Stones every Day, for three 
Years togther. She has three hundred and ſixty 
five Necklaces of Pearls and Diamonds, and fix 
Chains of Gold ſet with Diamonds, which are 
put on her Mantle on the yo. Feſtivals of 
Chriſt. 

In the Room of her Treaſure are innumer- 
able Heads, Arms, Legs, Eyes and Hands 
made of Gold and Silver, preſented to her by 
the People, which have been cured (as they be- 
nieve) by Miracle, through the Virgin's divine 

Power 
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Power and Interceſſion. In this ſecond Chapel 
are one hundred and ninety-five Silver Lamps 
in three-Lines one over the other : The Lamps 
of the loweſt Rank are bigger than thoſe of the 
ſecond, and theſe bigger than thoſe of the 
third. The five Lamps facing the Image, are 
five hundred Pound Weight each; the ſixty of 
the ſame Line four hundred Pound Weight: 
'Thoſe of the ſecond Line are two hundred 
Pound Weigkt; and theſe of the third Line 
one hundred Pound Weight. There is the 
Image of-the Virgin in the Treaſury, made in 
tke Shape of a Woman, five Foot high, all of 
pure Silver, fet with precious Stones, and a 
Crown of Gold ſet with Diamonds, and this 
Image is to be carried in a.publick Proceſſion 
the Days appointed. 

I remember, that when the Right Honour- 
able the Lord Stanhope, then General of the 
Engliſh Forces, was in Saragoſſa, after the Bat- 
tle, he went to ſee the Treaſure of the Lady 
Bilar, which being ſhewn to him, I heard him 
ſay theſe Words: IF all the Kings of Europe 
ſhould gather together all their Treaſures and precious 
Stones, they could not buy half the Riches of this 
Treaſure. By this Expreſſion of ſo wiſe and ju- 


dicious a Perſon, I leave the Reader to judge of 
their Value. | | 
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nr toe 992 
The Hi Hory of the Lady of Pilar, and her Miracks. 


HIS remarkable Story contains, to the 
beſt of my Memory, the Oy Ac- 
count. | 
The Apoftle St. James came with "Wer new 
Converts to preach the Goſpel in Sarageſa (a 
City famous for its Antiquity, and the having 
for its Founder Cæſar Auguſtus; hut more par- 
ticularly for the heavenly Image of the Lady 
del Pilar) and as they were fleeping on the 
River Ebr#/e Side, they were waked at Mid- 
night by celeſtial Muſick, and ſaw an Army 
of Angels melodiguſly ſinging come down from 
' Heaven, with an Image on a Pillar, which 
they placed on the Ground forty Yards diſtant 
from the River, and the commanding Angel 
ſpoke to St. James, and ſaid, This Image of our. 
Queen ſhall be the Defence of this City, where you 
came to plant the Chriſtian Religion; take therefore 
- good Courage, for, by her Help and Aſſitance, you 
ſhall nat leave this City, till you have reduced all 
the Inhabitants to your Maſter's Religion ; and as 
ſhe is to protect you, you muſt alſo ſignalize yourſelf in 
building a decent Chapel for ber. The _ 
leaving the Image on Earth, aſcended up: to 
Heaven again, with the ſame Melody and 
Songs, and St. James, with his ſeven Converts 
on their Knees, begun to praiſe and thank God 
for 
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fer the ineſtimable Treaſure he had ſent them; 
and the next Day they ſet about building a 
Chapel with their own Hands. Having al- 
ready given an Account of the Chapel, and the 
Riches of it, I ſhall now ſay ſomething of the 
idolatrous Adoration: paid to that Image by all 
the Roman Catholicks in Spain, and all others 
that go to viſit her. N 

This Image has her own Chaplain, beſides 
the Chapter of Prebends and other Prieſts, as I 
have ſaid before, The Virgin's "Chaplain has 
more Power and Privilege than any King, 
Archbiſhop, or any ecclefiaſtical Perſon, ex- 
cepting the Pope; for his Buſineſs is only to 
dreſs the Image every Morning, which he doth 

in private, and without any Help: I ſay, in 
Private, that is, drawing the four Curtains of 
the Virgin's Canopy, that no body may ſee the 
Image naked. No body has the Liberty, but 
this Chaplain, to approach ſo near the Image; 
for, as the Author of her Legend ſays, an 
Archbiſhop, who had the Aſſurance to attempt 
ſaying Maſs on the Altar-Table of the Virgin, 
died upon the Spot before he began the Maſs. 
1 ſaw King Philip and King Charks, when they 
went to viſit the Image, ſtand at a Diſtance 
from it. With theſe. Cautions, it 1s eaſy to 
give out, that no body can tell what Matter the 
Image is made of, that being referred to-the 
Angels who brought it.' So, all the Favour 
that Chriſtians can obtain from the Virgin, is 
H 3 only 
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only to kiſs her Pillar; for it is contrived, by 
having broke Part of the Wall backwatds, 
that a Piece of the Pillar, as big as two Crown 
Pieces, is ſhewn, which is ſet in Gold, and 
there Kings and others kneel down to adore 
and kiſs that Part of the Stone. The Stones 
and Lime that were taken away when the Wall 
was broke, are kept for Reliques, and it is a 
ſingular Favour, if any can get a ſmall Stone, 
paying a great Sum of Money. | 
There is always ſo great a Crowd of People, 

that many times the Devotees cannot kiſs the 
Pillar, but touch it with one of their Fingers, 
and afterwards kiſs. the Finger that did touch 
it. The large Chapel of the Lamp is Night 
and Day crowded with People; for,” as they 
ſay, that Chapel was never empty of Chriſtians 
ſince St. James built it; ſo the People of the 
City that work all Day, go- out at Night, to 
viſit the Image ; and this blind Devotion pre- 
vails not only among pious People; but even 
among the moſt profligate and debauched ; in- 
ſomuch, that a lewd Woman will not go-to 
Bed, without viſiting the Image; for they be- 
lieve, for certain, that no one can be ſaved, if 
they do not pay this Tribute of Devotion to 
the ſacred Image. 

Now, to ſupport this erroneous us Belieff iti is 0 
for the Chaplain who dreſſes the Image (as he 
is reckoned to be a heavenly Man) to give out 
What Stories he pleaſes, and make the People 

| . believe 
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believe any Revelation from the Virgin to 
him, as there are many ſuch written in the 
Book of the Miracles of the Virgin of Pilar : 


As this, for Inſtance, Dr. Auguſtin Ramirez, | 


Chaplain to the Image in 1542, as he was 
dreſſing her, ſhe talked with him for half a 
Quarter of an Hour, and ſaid, My faithful 
* and well-beloved Augaſtin, I am very angry 
* with the Inhabitants of this my City, for 
1 their Ingratitude. Now, I tell you, as my 
„own Chaplain, that it is my Will, and I do 


command you to publiſh it, and ſay the fol- 
** lowing Words, which is my Speech to all 


«© the People of Sarageſſa. 

Ungrateful People, remember, that, after my Son 
died fer the Redemption of the World, but more eſpe- 
cially for you the Inhabitants of this my choſen City, 
T1 was phaſed, two Years after I went up to Hea- 
ven in Body and Soul, to pitch upon this ſelett City 
for my Dwelling Place; thergfire I commanded the 
Angels to make an Image perfectly like my Body, and 
another of my Son Jeſus in my Arms, and to ſet 
them both on a Pillar, whoſe Matter no body can 
know ;. and when both were finiſhed, I ordered 
them to be carried in Proceſſion round about the Hea- 


wens by the principal Angels, the heavenly Hoſt fol. 


lowing, and after them the Trinity, who took me in 
the middle : And when this Proceſſion was over in 
Heaven, 1 ſent them drwn with Illuminations and 


Mafick to awake my beloved James, who was. 
aſucp on the River-/ » commanding him by my An 


H 3 bafadpr 


6&3... 


| 1 78 13 
Zaſſadur Gabriel, to build with his owun Hand: 4 
Chapel for my Image, which he did accordingly 3 
and ever fince I have been the Defence of this City 
againſt the Saracen Army when by my mighty - 
Poaber I killed in one Night, at the Breach, 50000 
of them, putting the reſt to a precipitate Flight. 
After this wifible Miracle (for many ſaw me in 
the Air fighting ) I have delivered them from the Op- 
preſſion of the Moors, and preſerved the Faith and 
Religion unpolluted, for many Years, in this my 
City. How many times have T ſuccoured them with 
Rain, in time of Need? Hew many Sick have I 
healed ? How much Riches are they Maſters of, by 
my unſhaken Affection to them all ? And what is the 
Recompence they give me for all theſe Benefits ? No- 
thing but Ingratitude : I have been aſhamed theſe 
Fifteen Years to ſpeak before the Eternal Father, 
ho made me Buern of this City : Many 4 
mam times 1 am at Court auith the three Perſons, to 
give my C *onſent for pardoning ſeveral Sinners, and 
when the Father aſked me about my City, I am /o 
baſhful, that I cannot lift up my Eyes to him. He 
knoweth very well their Ingratitude, and blameth 
me for ſuffering ſo long their Covetouſneſs : And this 
very Morning, being called to the Council of the Tri- 
nity, for paſſing the divine Decree under our Hand: 
and Seals for the Biſhoprick of Saragoſſa, the Holy 
Spirit has affronted me, ſaying I was not worthy to 
be of the Privy-Council in Heaven, becauſe |; . 
not know how to govern and puniſh the Criminals - 
of my choſen City ; and 7 have wowed not to go - 
again 
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aàgain te the htavenly Court, till I get Satiiſaction 
from my Offenders : So I ab thunder out this Sentence 
againſt tue Inhabitants Saragoſſa, That I have 
rbſolved to take away my Image from them, and re- 
fign my Government to Lucifer, if they do not come 
for the Space of Fifteen Days, every Day, with 
Gifts, Tears, and Penancet, to make due Submiſſion 
to my Image, for the Faults committed by them theſe 
Fifteen Years : And if they come with prodigal 
Handi and true Hearts, to appeaſe my Wrath, which 
Jam pleaſed with, they ſhall ſee the Rainbow for a 
Signal, that I do receive them again into my Fa- 
wour : But if not, they may be ſure that the Prince 
of Darkneſs ſhall come to rule and reign over them. 
And further I de declare, That they ſhall have no 
Appeal from this my Sentence to the Tribunal of the 
Father ; for this my Will and Pleaſure. 

Theſe are the Words of the Revelation (I 
mean) this is the Subſtance of it; for perhaps 
J leave out many Words, and add others, to 
give Senſe to the Engh/ſp, but as to the Sub- 
ſtance, I am not miſtaken, as may be found in 
the Virgin's Book, publiſhed in Sarageſe, in 
the Year. 1688, by Peter Dormer, with the Leave 
and Authority of the Inquiſitors. I had the 
Book, which, for my extraordinary Devotion 
to; the Virgin, I uſed to read every Day ; and 


I may give a fuller Account of it than of the 

Bible, having read it fix or eight times every 

Year : But as do not deſign to be tedious up- 

on the Subject, I therefore only ſay, that after 
* | this 
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this Relation was publiſhed, all the Inhabitants 


of the City were under ſuch a Concern, that 


the Magiſtrates, by the Archbiſhop's Order, did 
publiſh an Ordinance, for all ſorts of People 
to faſt three Days every Week, and not to let 
the Cattle go out on thoſe Days, and to make 
them faſt as well as the reaſonable Creatures; 
and as for Infants, not to ſuckle them but once 
a Day. All forts of Work were forbidden for 
Fifteen Days time, in which the People went 
to confeſs, and make publick Penances, and 
offer whatever Money and rich Jones they 
had, to the Virgin. 

Obſerve now. that this publiſhing of the Re- 
velation was in the Month of May, and it is a 
cuſtomary. thing in that Country, to ſee the 
Rainbow, almoſt every Day, at that time of 
the Year :. So there was a. ſtrong Probability, 
that the Rainbow would not fail to ſhew its 
many-coloyred Face to the Inhabitants of Sara- 
2a, as did happen the Eleventh of that Month, 
but too late for the deluded People, who had 
already beſtowed all their Treaſures | on the 
Image of the Virgin. Then the Rejoicings 
began, and the People! were almoſt mad for 
Joy, reckoning themſelves the moſt happy, 
bleſſed People in the Niiverſt. Then they 
vowed ſolemnly to build) her the largeſt and 
moſt capacious Church in the World, but their 
Want of Money hindered: the beginning of it 
for ten Years 5 when the Magiſtrates thinking 


"Fu they 
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they had a Sufficiency to begin with, beſtowed 
Fifty Thouſand Piſtoles for laying the Founda- 
tions of it. A Subſcription was made among 
the private Perſons, which amounted to a 
Hundred and Fifty Thouſand Piſtoles; and 
Don Franciſco Ibbanez de la Riva de Herrera, 
then Archbiſhop of Saragaſſa, and afterwards of 
Toledo, and Inquiſitor General, commanded all 
People Eccleſiaſtical and Secular, to go on Sun- 
days and Holidays, in the Afternoon, and carry 
Materials for the Work of the Week follow- 
ing. I went myſelf many Holidays and Sun- 
days, and I ſaw his Grace, and all his Family, 
with Baſkets, carrying Stones from the River 
to the open Foundation, and, by his Example, 


Gentlemen and Ladies, old and young, Prieſts 


and Fryers, were excited to do the ſame, till 
the firſt Stone of the Foandation was laid by 
his Grace, dreſt in his Pontificals ; and after 
that, giving his Bleſſing to the Building, he re- 
commended the finiſhing of it to the Care of 
the People. 

By theſe and the like Revelations given out 
every Day by the Virgin's Chaplain, the Peo- 
ple are ſo much infatuated, that they certainly 


believe there is no Salvation for any Soul, with- . 
out the Conſent of the Virgin of Pilar; ſo they 


never fail to viſit her Image every Day, and 
pay her due Homage, for fear, if ſhe is angry 
again, Lucifer ſhould come to reign over them. 
And all this is 2 by the Virgin's crafty 

Chaplain, 
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Chaplain, to encreaſe her Treaſure, and his 
own too. As to him I may aver, that the late 
Chaplain, Don Pedro Valenzuela, was but fix 
Years in the Virgin's Service; his yearly Rent 
was a Thouſand Piſtoles, and when he died, he 
left in his Teſtament Twenty Thouſand Piſ- 
toles to the Virgin, and Ten Thoufand to his 
Relations: How. he came to-get Thirty Thou- 
ſand Piſtoles clear in fix . r body 
may imagine. | 


7— —_— ä ä — * _—_— 


p CHAP, XIII. 
Come Account of Convres810ns, and the lewd Uſe 
the Fryers make of then. ; 


EFORE 1 begin the Confeſſions, it will 

not be improper to give an Account of 

— Cuſtoms of the Nuns, . * of 
Confeſſion. 

By the Conſtitutions of their Order, d 
Days are appointed, in which all the Nuns are 
obliged to confeſs, from the Mother Abbeſs to 
the very Wheeler; i. e. the Nun that turns the 
Wheel near the Door, through which they give 
and receive every thing they want. They have 
a Father Confeſſor, and a Father Companion, 


who live next to the Convent, and have a ſmall 


Grate in the Wall of their Chamber, which 
anſwers to the upper Cloifter, or Gallery of the 


Convent. The Confeſſor hath the Cure of 
| Souls 


* 
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Souls of the Convent, and he is obliged to ſay 
Maſs every Day, hear Confeſſions, adminiſter 
the Sacraments, and viſit the ſick Nuns. There 
are ſeveral narrow Cloſets in the Church, with 
a ſmall Iron Grate : One Side anſwers to the 
Cloiſter, and the other to the Church; ſo the 
Nun being on the Inſide, and the Confeſſor on 
the Outſide, they hear one another. There is 
a large Grate ſacing the great Altar, and the 
Holes of it are a Quarter of a Yard in Square ; 
but that Grate is double; that is, one within, 
and another without, and the Diſtance between 


both is more than half a Yard. And beſides 


theſe, there is another Grate for Relations, 
and Benefactors of the Community, which 
Grate is ſingle, and eonſiſts of very thin Iron 
Bars. The Holes of ſuch a Grate are near a 
Quarter and a Half ſquare. In all thoſe Grates 
the Nuns confeſs their Sins ; for, on a folemn 
Day, they ſend for Ten or Twelve Confeſſors, 


otherwiſe they could not confeſs the fourth 


Part of them; for there is in ſome Monaſteries 
a Hundred and Ten Nuns, in others Eighty, in 


others Forty; but this laſt is a ſmall Number. 


The Nuns Father-Confeſſor hath but little 
Trouble with the young Nuns, for they gene- 
rally fend for a Confeſſor who 1s a Stranger to 
them ; ſo that all his Trouble is with his old 
ones, who have no Buſineſs at the Grate. Theſe 
trouble their. Confeſſor, almoſt every Day, 
with many ridiculous T rifles, and will keep the 
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poor Man two Hours at-the Grate, telling how 
many-times they have ſpit in the Church, how 
many times they have fallen into a Paffion 
with their Lap-dogs, and other nonſenſical ri- 
diculous things like theſe ; and the Reaſon is, 

becauſe they have nothing to do, no hody goes 
to viſit 8 or cares for them; ſo ſometimes 
they chuſe to be Spies for the young Nuns, 
when they are at the Grate with their Gallants, 
and for fear of their Mother Abbeſs, they 
place ſome of the old Nuns before the Door of 
the Parlour, to watch the Mother Abbeſs, and 
to give them timely Notice of her coming: 

And the poor old Nuns perform this Office 
with a great deal of Pleaſure, Faithfulneſs, and 
. ſometimes Profit foo, But I ſhall not fay any 
more of them, confining myſelf wholly to the 

way of Living among the young Nuns, 

Many Gentlemen ſend their Daughters to 
the Nunnery, when they are ſome Five, ſome 
Six, ſome Eight Years old, under the Care of 
ſome Nun of their Relations, or elſe ſome old 
Nun of their Acquaintance; and there they 
get Education till they are Fifteen Years old. 

The Tutereſs takes a great deal of Care, not 
to let them go to the Grate, nor to converſe 
with Men all that while, to prevent their 
Knowledge and Love of the World. They 
are careſſed by all the old Nuns, and thinking 
it will always be ſo, they are very well pleaſed 
with their Confinement. They have only Li- 
' berty 
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berty to go to the Grate to their Parents or 
Relations, and always accompany'd by the old 
Mother Tutoreſs : And when they are Fifteen 
Years old, which is che Age fixed by the Con- 
ſtitution of all the Orders, they receive the Ha- 
bit of a Nun, and begin the Year of Noviciate, 
whigh is the Year of Trial, to ſee whether they 
can go through all the Hardſhips, Faſtings, 
Diſciplines, Prayers, Hours of Divine Service, 
Obedience, Poverty, Chaſtity, and Penances, 
practiſed in the Monaſtery, But the Priorel:, 
or Abbeſs, and the reſt of the profeſſed Nuns, 
do diſpenſe with, and excuſe the Novices from 
all the Severities, for fear they ſhould be diſ- 
ſatisfied with, and leave the Convent. And in 
this they are very much in the wrong ; for be- 
ſides that they do not obſerve the Precepts of 
their Monaſtical Rules, they deceive the poor 
unexperienced young Creatures, who, after 
their Profeſſion and Vows of Perpetuity, do 
heartily repent they had been ſo much indulg- 
ed. Thus the Novices being flattered in the 
Year of Noviciate, and thinking they will be 
ſo all their Life-time, when the Year is expir- 
ed, make Profeſſion, and ſwear, to obſerve 
Chaſtity, Obedience, and Poverty, during their 
Lives, and Clauſura, that is, Confinement ; 
obliging themſelves thereby never to go out of 

the Monaſtery. ? 
After the Profeſſion is made, they begin to 
ſeel the Severity and Hardſhips of the Monaſ- 
I * tical 
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tical Life ; for one is made a Door-keeper, n- 
other Turner of the Wheel, to receive and de- 
liver by it all the Nuns Meſſages; another is 
made Bell Nun, that is, to call the Nuns, when 
any one comes to viſit them; another Baker, an- 
other Book-keeper of all the Rents and Expences, 
and the like; and in the Execution of all thęſe 
Employments, they muſt expend a great deal 
of their-own Money. After this, they have 
Liberty to go to the Grate, and talk with 
Gentlemen, Prieſts and Fryers, who only go 
there as a Gallant goes to ſee his Miſtreſs. So, 
when the young Nuns begin to have a Notion 
of the Pleaſures of the World, and how they 
have been deceived, they are heartily ſorry, 
but too late, for there is no Remedy; and 
minding nothing but to ſatisfy their Paſſions 
as well as they can, they abandon themſelves 
to all forts of Wickedneſs and amorous In- 
trigaes. 

There is another Sort of Nuns, EW the 
Spaniards call las Forcadas, the forced Nuns, 
i. e. thoſe who make a falſe Step in the World, 
and cannot find Huſbands, on account of their 
Crimes being publick. * Thoſe are deſpiſed 
and ill uſed by their Parents and Relations, till 
they chuſe to go to the Nunnery : 80, by this 
it is eaſily known what ſort of hs" they will 
make. 

Now, as to the ſpending of their Time, they 
get up at Six in the Morning, and go to hear 
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Maſs till Seven: From Seven till Ten they 
work, and go to Breakfaſt, either in their 
Chambers, or in the Common-hall. At Ten 
they go to hear the Great Maſs till Eleven ; 
after that, they go to Dinner; after Dinner, 
they divert themſelves till Two; at Two they 
go to Prayers for a Quarter of an Hour; or (if 
they ſing Veſpers) for half an Hour; and af- 
terwards they are free till the next Morning. 
So every one is waiting for her Devoto, that is, 
a Gallant, or ſpiritual Huſband, as they call 
him. In the Evening, when it's dark, they 
ſend away the Devoto's, and the Doors are 
locked up; ſo they go to their own Chamber 
to write a Billet, or Letter, to the Spiritual 
Huſband, which they ſend in the Moruing to 
them, and get an Anſwer ; and though they 
ſee one another, almoſt every Day, for all that, 
they muſt write to one another every Morning : 

And theſe Letters of Love, they call the Recre- 

ation of the Spirit for the Time the Deworo's are 
abſent from them. Evgry Day they muſt give 

one another an Account of whatever thing they 
have done fince the laſt Vifit; and indeed 
there are warmer Expreſſions of Love and Jea- 
louſy between the Nun and the Devoto, than be- 
tween real Huſband and Wife, Now I come 
to the Confeſſion, | 
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Nan. Everend Father, as the Number of 
TS my Sins 1s great, ſo is the Variety of 

Circumſtances attending them ; wherefore, 
miſtruſting my Memory, I have ſet down this 
Confeſſion, that you may entirely be acquaint- 

ed with every thing that troubles my Conſci- 
ence, and ſo humbly beg of you to read it. | 
Conf. I do approve the Method of writing, 


dut you ought to read it your ſelf, or elſe it 


cannot be eris Conf7ſſie, or Confeſſion by Mouth. 

Man. If it is ſo. I begin. I thought fit to 
acquaint you with the Circumſtances of my 
Life paſt, that you may form a right Judgment 


of my Monaſtical Life and Converſation, which, 


in ſome Meaſure, will excuſe me before the 
World, though not before God our righteous 
Judge. | 

I am the only Daughter of Counſellor N. F. 
who brought me up in the Fear of God, and 
gave me a Writing-Maſter, which is a rare 
thing ! I was not quite Thirteen Years of Age, 
when a Gentleman of Quality, though not 
very rich, began to expreſs his Love to me, by 


Letters, which he (gaining my Writing-Maſter) 


ſent to me by him. There was nothing in the 
World ſo obliging, civil, modeſt, endearing, as 
his Expreſſions ſeemed to me; and at laſt hav- 


ing the Opportunity of meeting him, at the 


Houſe of one of his Aunts, his Perſon and Con- 


verſation did ſo charm my Heart, that a few 


Days after we gave one another reciprocal Pro- 
| miſes 
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miſes of an eternal Union: But by a Letter: 
which was miſcarried, and fell into my Father's, 
Hands, our honeſt Deſigns were diſcovered ;. 
and without telling me any thing, he went to 
ſee the Gentleman, and ſpoke to him in this 


Manner. Sir, My Daughter in Diſcharge: 


* of her Duty to ſo good a Father, has com- 
 *© municated to me your honourable Deſigns, 
and I come to thank you for the Honour you. 
* are pleaſed to do my Family: But, being 


„ ſo young, we think proper to put off the Per- 


© formance of it, till ſhe comes to be Fifteen 
« Years of Age. Now ſhe, and I as a Father 
* to you both (for now I look upon you as my 
** own Son) do deſire of you the Favour not to- 
„give any public Occaſion of Cenſure to the 
*« watchful Neighbours, and if you have any 
** Regard for her, I hope you will do this and: 
„more for her, and for me. And to ſhew you 
« my great Affection, I offer you a Captain's. 
« Commiſſion in the Regiment that the City 
« raiſeth for the King, and adviſe you may com- 
« ply with, our Deſire.“ The Gentleman ac-. 
cepted it, and the next Day the Commiſſion was 
ſign'd and delivered to him, with an Order to. 
go to Catalonia, At the ſame time, the Writ- 
ing-Maſter was ſent out of the Town, under 
Pretence of receiving ſome Money; ſo he. 
could not get an opportunity of ſeeing or writ- 
ing to me; for my Father told him, I was ſick 
in Bed. As oon as he left the Town, my Father 
13 tol& 
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tolck me; that he was dead, and T muſt retire 
myſelf into the Nunnery, for that was his Will: 
So immediately he brought me here, and gave 
ſevere Directions to the Mother Abbeſs, not to 
| tet me ſee any Body but himſelf.” Indeed he 
{pared nothing to pleaſe me, till I received the 
Habit, and made the Profeſſion and Vows of a 
Monaſtical Life: After which, he told me the 
whole Story himſelf; and the Gentleman was. 
ill'd in Catalonia the firſt Campaign. 

I do.Confeſs, that, ever fince, I did not care 
what became of me, and I have abandon'd my- 
ſolf to all the Sins I have been capable of com- 
mitting. It. is but Ten Months fince I made 
my Profeſſion, and bound myſelf to Perpetaity,. 
tho' I did it without Intention. Lam nota Nun. 
before God, nor obliged to keep the Vow of 
Religion; and of this Opinion are many other 
Nuns, eſpecially Ten young Nuns, my intimate 
Friends, ho, as well as I, do communicate to 
one another the moſt. ſecret things of our 
Hearts. 

Each of: this Aſſembly has her Devoto, and 
are every Day in the Afternoon at the Grate : 
We ſhew one. another the Letters we receive 
from them, and there is nothing that we do not 
invent for the Accompliſhment. of our Plea - 


ſure, 
Conf. Pray, confeſs your own Sins, and omit 
che Sins of your Friends. 
Nan. 
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- Nun. I cannot, for my Sins are ſo confound- 
ed with the Sins of my Friends, that I cannot 
mention the one without the other. 
But coming now to my greateſt Sins; F 


muſt tell you, that a Nun of our Aſſembly has a 


. Fryar her Devote, the moſt beautiful among 
Men, and we- contrived and agreed to bring 
him into the Convent, as we did, and have 


kept him two and twenty Days inour Chamber: . 


During which Time we went to the Grate very 
ſeldom, on Pretence of not being well. We 
| have given no Scandal, for no Body has ſuſpect- 
ed the leaſt thing in the Caſe. And this is the 
greateſt Sin I have committed with Man. 


' Conf. Pray tell me, how could you let him 


m without Scandal ? 

Nun. One of the Aſſembly contrived to matt 
all the Floor of her Chamber, and ſent for the 
Matt-maker to take Meaſure of the Length and 
Breadth of the Room, and to make it in one 
Piece, and ſend it to the ſexton's Chamber, 
who ts a poor ignorant Fellow. When the 
Matt was there, and the Man paid for it, One 
Day in the Evening we ſent the Sexton on 
ſeveral Meſſages and kept the Key of his Room. 
The Fryar had aſk'd Leave of his Prior to go 
into the Country for a Month's Time, and 
diſguiſing himſelf in a Lay-man's. Habit, he 
came in the Duſk of the Evening into the Sex- 
ton's Room, and rolling himſelf up in the Matt, 


two Porters brought rhe Matt to the Door, 
where 


* 
* 
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where we were waiting for it; and taking it, 
we carried it up to one of our Chambers. Wa 
were afraid the porters would diſcover the 
Thing, but by Money we have ſecured our ſel- 
ves from them; for we hired Ruffians to make 
away with them. We put him out of the Con- 
vent in a great Cheſt which could be opened 


on the Inſide, and of which he had a Key, and 


giving the Cheſt to the Sexton. He and the 
Servant of the Convent carried it into the Sex- 
ton's Room. We ordered him to leave the Key 
at the Door, for we expected ſome Relations, 
which were to take a Collation there; and we 
ſent him on ſome Errand till the Fryar had 


got out of the Cheſt, and of Danger. 


A Month after, three of our Friends began 
to perceive the Condition they were in, and left 
the Convent in one Night, by which they have 
given great Scandal to the City, and we do-not 
know what is become of them; as for me, I do 
deſign the ſame, for I am under the ſame Ap- 
prehenſions and Fears; for I confider, thatif I 


do continue in the Convent, my big Belly will 


diſcover me, and tho? one Life ſhould be ſaved, 
I ſhall loſe mine by the Rules' of our Order 
in a miſerable Manner; and not only fo, but a 
heavy Reflection will fall upon. the whole Or- 
der, and the Diſhonour of my Family will be the 


more publick: Whereas, if I quit the Convent 


by Night, I ſave two Lives, and the World will. 
reflec only upon me, and then I ſhall take Care 
to 


„ 
to go ſo far off, that no body ſhall hear of me. 
And as I am ſure in my Conſcience, that I am 
not a Nun for want of Intention, when I did 
promiſe to keep Obedience, Chaſtity, Poverty, and 
Perpetuity, I ſhall not incurr the Crime of Apo- 


Racy, in leaving the Convent; and if I do con- 


tinue in it, I am reſolved to prevent my Ruin 
and Death by a ſtrong operating Remedy. This 
is all I have to ſay, and do expect from you not 
only your Advice, but your Aſſiſtance too. 

Conf. I ſind theCaſe ſo intricate, that I want 
Experience and Learning, to reſolve what to do 
in it ; and I do think it proper for you, to ſend 
for another Confeſſor of Years and Learning, 
and then you ſhall have the Satisfaction of being 
well directed and adviſed. 

Nun. Now, Reverend Father, I do tell you 
poſitively, that I ſhall never open my Heart to 
another Confeſſor, while I live; and if yon 
do not adviſe me what to do, I ſhall call yau 
before God for it ; and now I lay upon you 
whatever may be the Conſequence. 

Conf. Ignorance will excuſe me from sin, 
and I tell you, that I am WIE how to re- 

ſolve the Caſe. | 

Nun. I am reſolved for all Events; and if 
you refuſe me this ſmall Comfort, I ſhall cry 
out, and ſay, that you have been ſolliciting and 
corrupting me in the very Act of Confeſſion, 
and vou ſhall ſuffer for it in the Inquiſition. 


Con /. 
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Conf. Well, have Patience ; Means may 
be found out; and if you give me Leave to 
conſult the Caſe, I ſhall reſolve ! it in three 
Days Time. 

Nun. How can you confale my Caſe, with- 
out expoſing the Order, and my Reputation too 
perhaps, 'by ſome Circumſtances ? 
| Conf. Leave it to me, and be not uneaſy 
about it, and I do promiſe to come with the 
Reſolution on Sunday next. | 

Nun. Pray Father if it be poſſible, come 
next Monday Morning, and 1. ſhall be free 
from Company. 

Conf. It is very well: But in the mean 
Time, have before your Eyes the Wrath of 
God againſt thoſe that abandon themſelves, 
and not forget that he is a living God to pu- 
niſh ſuddenly grant Sinners; and with this 
farewel. 

My Mind never before was ſo mach tron- 
bled, as it was after this Caſe. I was more by 
the Intereſt of others, than by my Learning, 
appointed Penitentary Confeſſor in the Cathe- 
dral Church of St. Salvator; and as the Duty 
of ſuch a Confeſſor, is to be every Day in the 
Morning four Hours in the Confeſſionary. from 
Eight to Twelve, except he be called abroad, 
every Body thinks, that ſuch a Confeſſor muſt 
be able to reſolve all Caſes and Difficulties ; 
But it was not ſo with me; for I was young, 


and without Experience. And as to this Caſe, 
the 
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the next Academical Day, I propoſed it in the 
following Manner. 

There is a Perſon bound by Word of Mouth, 


but at the ſame Time without Intention, nay, 
with a Mind and Heart averſe to it; bound, I 


ſay, to Obedience, Chaſtity and Poverty. If the 


Perſon leaves the Convent, the Crime of Apo- 
ſtacy is not committed in foro interns ; and if the 


Perſon continues in the Convent, the Conſe. - 


quence is to be a great Sinner in foro externs 
& interno. The Perſon expects the Reſolution, 
or elſe is fully reſolved to expoſe the Confeſſor 
to Scandal, and perſonal Sufferings : This is 
the Caſe which I humbly lay down before your 
learned Reverences. 

The Preſident's Opinion was, That in ſuch 
a Caſe, the Confeſſor was obliged in the firſt 
Place, to reveal it in general Terms to,the 
Holy Inquiſitors; for (ſaid he) tho? this Caſe 


is not mentioned in our Authors, there are 


others very like this, which ought to be reveal- 


ed, wiz. all thoſe that are againſt either the 


temporal or ſpiritual Good of our Neighbour, 
which Caſes are reſerved to the Biſhop, or to 
his Deputy; and this Caſe, by the laſt Cir- 
cumſtance, being injurious to the Holy Tribu- 
nal, the Confeſſor ought, to prevent Scandal 
which might otherwiſe fall upon him, to re- 
veal the laſt Circumſtance. As for the firſt 
Circumſtances of the Caſe, in this and others 


we muſt judge ſecundum alli gata & probata ; and 
we 
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we muſt ſuppoſe, that no Penitent comes to con- 
feſs with a Lie in his Mouth ; therefore, if the 
Perſon affirms that he was bound without In- 
tention, he is free before God: Refides, in re- 
bus dubiis minimum eft ſequendum ; ſo to prevent 
greater Evil, I think the Perſon may be adviſ- 


ed to quit the Convent ; and this is agreeable 


to the Pope's Diſpenſations to ſuch Perſons, 
when they ſwear, and produce Witneſs, that 
(before they were bound to the Vow) heard 
the Perſon ſay, they had no Intention to it. 

The Reverend Mr. Palomo's Opinion was, 
that the Confeſſor was to take the ſafeſt Part, 
which was to adviſe the Penitent to ſend to 
Rome for a DisPENSAT10N, which could be ob - 
tained hy Money, or to the Pope's Nuncio, who 
would give Leave to quit the Convex for Six 
Months, upon Neceſſity of preſerving, or reco- 
vering- the bodily Health ; and in that Time, 
may be the Perſon would diſſipate ſome F umes 
of Grief or Melancholick Fancies, c. 

But I replied to this, that the Perſon could 
not do the firſt, for want of Witneſs ; nor the 
ſecond, for being in perfect Health, the Phyſi- 
cian never would grant his Certificate to be 
produced before the Pope's Nuncio, which is 
abſolutely neceſſary in ſuch Caſes; and as to 
revealing the Caſe to the Holy Inquiſitors, it 
was very dangerous both to the Perſon and the 
Confeſſor, as we could prove by ſeveral In- 
ſtances. | 

I” Upon 
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Upon this, ſeveral of the Members being of 
my Opinion, it was reſolved, that the Confeſſ- 
or, firſt of all, was to abſolve the Penitent, hav- 
ing a Bull of Cræxada, and extra Confeſſionem, 
or out of Confeſſion give, as a private Perſon, 
Advice to the Penitent, to quit the Convent, 
and to take a Certificate wherein the Penitent 
was to ſpecify, that the Confeſſor had given 
ſuch Advice, extra actum Confeſſionis, The Caſe 
and Reſolution was entered in the Academy's 
Book : And accordingly, Monday following, I 
went to the Nun, and performed what was re- 
ſolved ; and the very fame Week, we heard in 
the City, that ſuch a Nun had made her eſcape 
out of the Convent. 

Two Years and a Half after this, I ſaw this 
very Nun one Day at the Court of Lion, but 
I did not ſpeak with her; for as ] was then 
dreſs'd like an Officer of the Army, I thought 
ſhe could not know me ; but I was miſtaken, 
for ſhe knew me in my Diſguiſe, as well as I 
did her. The next Day ſhe came to my. Lodg- 
ings followed by a Lacquey, who, by her Or- 
ders, had dogged me the Night before. I was 
ſo troubled for fear of being diſcovered, that I 
thought the beſt Way I could take, was to run 
away, and ſecure myſelf in an Eugliſß Ship: 
But by her firſt Words, I diſcovered, that her 
Fear was greater than mine; for after giving 
me an Account of herEſcape out of the Convent, 
and ſafe Delivery, ſhe told me, that a Portugueze - 
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Captain happening to quarter in the ſameTown 
where ſhe was, took her away one Night, and 
carried her to Parcelona, but that refuſing to 
comply with his Deſires, on any but honourable 
Terms, he had married her, and brought her 
to Liſbon : That her Huſband knew nothing 
of her having been a Nun ; that ſhe took ano- 
ther Name, and that ſhe was very happy with 
her Huſband who was very rich, and a Man 
of good Senſe. She begged me with Tears in 
her Eyes, not to ruin her by diſcovering any 
thing of her Life paſt. I aſſured her, that 
nothing ſhould happen on my Account, that 
ſhould diſoblige her. Afterwards ſhe aſked me 
why I was not dreſſed in a Clerical Habit? To 
which I deſired her, to take no Notice of that, 
for I was there upon ſecret Buſineſs, and of 
great Conſequence ; and that as there was no 
Body there who knew me in Saragoſa, it s 
proper to be diſguiſed, She deſired my Leave 
to introduce me to her Huſband, under the Ti- 
tle of a Country Gentleman, who was come 
thither for Charles III's Sake. I thanked her, 
and ſhe went home overjoy'd with my Promiſe, 
and I no leſs with her's. The next Day her 
Huſband came to viſit me, and ever after, we 
almoſt every Day viſited one another, till I left 
that City. This I dare ſay, ſhe was a better 
Wife, than ſhe had been a Nun, and lived more 
religiouſly in the World, one ſhe had done 
in the en. 

The 
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The Second Conras510N is of a Wowan to Fu- 
ther Joſeph. 


Reverend Father, I come to 
this place to make a general 
Confeſſion of all the Sins I have committed in 
the whole Courſe of my Life, or of all thoſe 
that I can remember. 

Conf. How long have you been in preparing 
yourſelf, for this general Confeſſion ? 

Leon. Eight Days. 

Conf. Eight Days are not enough to recollect 
yourſelf, and bring into your Memory all * 
Sins of your Life. 

Laas. Father, have Patience till you hear me, 
and then you may judge whether my Confeſſion 
be perfect or imperfect. 

- Conf. And how long is it fince you confeſſed 
the laſt time? 

Leen. The laſt time I confeſſed was the Sun- 
day before Eafter, which is Eleven Months and 
Twenty Days. 

Conf. Did you accompliſh the Penance then 
impoſed upon you? 

Leon. Vea, Father. 

Conf. Begin then your Confeſſion. 

Leon. I have neglected my Duty towards God, 
by whoſe holy Name have many times ſworn. 

I have not ſanctified his Holidays, as I was ob- 
"ous by Law, nor honoured my Parents and 
K 2 Supe- 
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. Superiors. I have many and many Times de- 
fired the Death of my Neighbours, when I was 
in a Paſſion. I have been deeply engaged in 
amorous Intrigues with many People of all 
Ranks, but theſe two Years paſt moſt conſtant- 
Iy with Don Pedro. Haſta, who is the only Sup- 
port of my Life. 
Conf. Now I find out the Reaſon why you 
have ſo long neglected to come to confeſs ; and 
I do expeR, that you will tell me all the Cir- 
cumſtances of your Life, that I may judge of 
the preſent State of your Conſcience. 
- Leon, Father, as for the Sins of my Youth, 
till II was Sixteen Years of Age, they are of no 
great Conſequence, and I hope God Almighty 
: will pardon me. New, my general Confeſſion 
1 | begins from that Time, when I fell into the 
firſt Sin, which was in the following Manner. 
| The Confeſſor of our Family was u Franci/- 
can Fryar, who was abſolutely Maſter in our 
Ha Houſe ; for my Father and Mother were en- 
tirely governed by him. It was about that 
time of my Life I lot my Mother; and a 
Month after her my Father died, leaving all 
his Subſtance to the Father Confeſſor to diſ- 
poſe of at his own Fancy, reſerving only a cer- 
tain Part, which I was to have to ſettle me in 
the World, conditionally, that I ſhould be obe - 
dient to him. A Month after my Father's 
Death, the Fryar, on Pretence of taking Care 
of every Thing that was in the Houſe, ordered 
a Bed 
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a Bed for himſelf in the Chamber next to mine, 
where my Maid alſo uſed to lye. The firſt 
Night he came Home, after Supper he thus ad- 
dreſſed himſelf to me. My Daughter, you 
«© may with Reaſon call me your Father, for 
you are the only Child your Father left un- 
der my Care: Your Patrimony is in my 
* Hands, and you ought to obey me blindly 
in every thing: So, in the firſt Place, order 
«« your Maid's Bed to be removed out of your 
* own Chamber into another.” Which being 
done accordingly, we parted, and went each to 
our own Room; but in leſs than an Hour af- 
ter, he came into my Chamber, and partly by 
Flattery and fair Promiſes, partly by Threat- 
ning, he deprived me of the beft Patrimony, 
my Innocence, We continued this Courſe of 
Life, till, as I believe, he grew tired of me, 
for, two Months after, he took every Thing 
out of the Houſe, and went to his Convent, 
where dying in Ten Days time, I loſt the Patri- 
mony left me by my Father, and with it all 
Means of Support; for, as my Parents had 
ſpared nothing in my Education, and I had al- 
ways been kept in the greateſt Affluence of 
every thing, you may judge how ſenſibly I was 
affected with the miſerable Condition I was 
then left in, having Servants to keep, and no- 
thing to ſupply even the neceſſary Expences of 
the Houſe. This made me the more ready to 
accept the firſt Offer ſhould be made me; and 
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my. Condition being known to an Officer in 
the Army, he came to offer me his humble 
Service, I complied with his Deſire, and ſo 
for two Years we lived together, till he being 
obliged to repair to his Regiment, then quar- 
ter'd in Catalonia, left me, though with an Ap- 
pointment more than ſufficient. for my Sub- 
ſiſtence during his Abſence ; but all our Cor- 
reſpondence was broke off by his Death, which 
followed ſoon after. Then, reſolving to alter 
my Life and Converſation, I went to a Confeſſ- 
or, and, after having given an Account of my 
Life, aſking my Name, he promiſed he would 
come to ſee me next Day, and to put me into 
a comfortable and oreditable Way of Living. 
I was very glad of ſuch a Patron, and waited 
at home for him the next Day. The Father 


came, and after various Diſcourſes, he led me 


by the Hand into my Chamber, and told me, 
if I was willing to put into his Hands my Jew. 
els, and what elſe of Valge I had got from the 
Officer, he would engage to get a Gentleman 
ſuitable to my Condition to marry me. I did 
every thing, as he deſired me, and ſo taking 
with him all I had in the World, he carried 
them to his Cell. The next Day he came to 
' ſee me, and made me another Propoſal. very 
different from what I expected; for he told 
me, that I muſt comply with his Defire, or elſe 
he would expoſe me, and inform againſt me to 
the my Tribunal of the Inquiſition : So, rather 

than 
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than incur that Danger, and having nothing to 


live upon (for he kept my Jewels) I was oblig- 


ed, for the Space of Six Months, to abandon 
myſelf to many other Gentlemen, by whom J 
was maintained. \ 

At laſt, he left me, and I ſtill continued my 
wicked Life, unlawfully converſing both with 
married and unmarried Gentlemen, a whole 
Year, not daring to confeſs, for fear of meeting 
the like Succeſs in another Confeſſor. 


Conf. But how could you fulfil the Precept 


of the Church, and not be expoſed in the 
Church after Zafer, all that while? 

Leon. I went to an old eaſy Father, and pro- 
miſed him a Piſtole for a Certificate of Confeſ- 
fion, which he gave me without enquiring into 


the Matter; and ſo I ſatisfied the Curate of the 


Pariſh with that. But, laſt Year I went to con- 
feſs, and the Confeſſor was very ſtrict, and 
would not give me Abſolution, becauſe I was 
an habitual Sinner ; but 1 gave him Five Piſ- 
toles for ten Maſſes, and then he told me, that 


a Confeſſor's Duty was to take Care of the 


Souls in Purgatory, and that, upon their Ac. 
count, he could not refuſe me Abſolution; ſo 
that way I eſcaped the Cenſure of the Church. 

Conf. How long is it fince you broke off your 
ſinful Life? | 

Leon. But Six Weeks, 

Conf. I cannot abſolve you now, but come 
* next Thur/day, and I will conſult upon all 
the 
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the Circumflances of your Life, and then I yell 
abſolve you. 

Leon. Father, I have more to ſay ; for I flole 
from the Church a Chalice, by the Advice of 
the ſaid Confeſſor, and he made uſe himſelf of 
the Money I got for the Silver, which I cut_in 
Pieces; and I did converſe unlawfully ſeveral 
Times in the Church with him. To this I muſt 
add an infinite Number of Sins by Thought, Word 
and Deed I have commited in this time, eſpe- 
cially with the laſt Perſon of my Acquaintance, 


though at preſent Jam free from him. 


Conf. Pray give me leave to conſult upon all 
theſe Things, and I will reſolve them to you 
the next Confeſſion : Now go in Peace, 


»——6 
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An Account , a Conres80R's Companion betray- 
ing a young Lady to a Grandte of Spain. 


Lady of the firſt Rank, of Eighteen Years. 

of Age, the only Heireſs of a conſider- 

able Eſtate, was kept by her Parents at a Diſ- 
tance from all Sorts of Company, except only 
that of the Confeſſor of the Family, who was a 
learned and devout Man : But as theſe Reve- 


rends have always a Father Companion to aſſiſt 


them at Home and Abroad, many Times the 
Miſchief is contrived and effected unknown to 
the Confeſſor, by his wicked Companion; ſo 


it happened in this Inſtance. The Fame OM 
Wonders 
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wonderful Beauty of this young Lady was 
fpread ſo far abroad, that the King and Queen 
being in the City for eight Months together, 
and not ſeeing the celebrated Beauty at their 
Court, Her Majeſty aſked her Father one Day, 
Whether he had any Children ? And when he 
anſwered, that he had only one Daughter, he 
was deſired by the Queen to bring her along 
with him to Court the next Day, for ſhe had a 
great Defire to ſee her Beauty that was ſo much 
admired both at Home and Abroad. The Fa- 
ther could. not refuſe it, and fo the next Day 
the Lady appeared at Court, and was ſo much 
admired, that a Grandee (who had then the 
Command of the Army, though not of his own 
Paſſions) ſaid, This is the firſt Time I have ſeen the 
Sun among the Stars. The Grandee began to 
covet that ineſtimable Jewel, and his Heart 
burning in the agreeable Flame of her Eyes, he 
went to ſee her Father, but could not fee the 
Daughter. At laſt (all his Endeavours being 
vain, for he was married) he ſent for the Con- 
feſſor's Companion, whoſe Intereſt and Media- 
tion he got by Money and fair Promiſes of 
raiſing him to an Eccleſiaſtical Dignity : So by 
that Means he ſent a Letter to the Lady, who 
read it, and by the Companion's Perſuaſions ſhe 
anſwered it, and in a few days he got her Con- 
ſent to diſguiſe himſelf, and come and ſee her 
along with the Father Companion. . So one 
Evening in the dark, puting on a Friar's Habit, 

| he 
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he went up to her Chamber, where he was al- 
ways in Company with the companion Fryar, 
who, by crafty Inſinuations, made the Lady 
underſland, that if ſhe did not comply with 
every thing that the Grandee ſhould deſire, 
her Life and Reputation were loſt. In the ſame 
Diſguiſe they ſaw one another ſeveral times, 
to the Grandee's great Satisfaction, and her 
hearty Grief and Vexation. | 
But the Court being gone, the young Lady 
began to ſuſpe& ſome public Proof of her In- 
trigue, till then ſecret, and conſulting the Fa- 
ther Companion about it, he did what he could 
to prevent it, but in vain. The Misfortune was 
ſuſpected, and owned by her to her Parents. The 
Father died of very Grief, in eight Days time : 
And the Mother went into the Country with 
her Daughter, till ſhe was free from her Diſeaſe, 
and afterwards, both Ladies, Motherand Daugh- 
ter, retired into a Monaſtery, where I knew and 
converſed ſeveral times with-them. The Gen- 
tleman had made his Will long before, by 
which the Convent was to get the Eſtate, in Caſe 
the Lady ſhould die without Children ; and as 
ſhe had taken the Habit of a Nun, and profeſſed 
the Vows of Religion, the Prior was ſo ambiti- 
ous, that he aſked the Eſtate ; alledging, that 
ſhe, being a profeſſed Nun, could not have 
Children. - To which the Lady reply'd, that 
ſhe was obliged to obey her Father's Will, by 
which ſhe was Miſtreſs of the Eſtate during her 
Life ; 
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Life ; adding, that it was better for the Father 
Prior not to inſiſt upon his Demand, for ſhe 
was: ruined in her Reputation by the Wicked- 
neſs of one of his Fryers, and that ſhe, if preſſ- 
ed, would ſhew her own Child, who was the 
only Heir of her Father's Eſtate. But the Prior, 
deaf to her Threatnings, carried on his Preten- 
ſion, and by an Agreement (not to make the 
thing more publick than it was, for very few 
knew the true Story) the Prior got the Eſtate, 
obliging the Convent to give the Lady and her 
Mother, during their Lives, 400 Piſtoles every 
Year, the whole Eſtate being 5000 yearly Rent. 

I could give ſeveral more Inſtances of this 
Nature, to convince, that the Confeſſors, Prieſts 
and Fryers, are the fundamental and original 
Cauſe of almoſt all the Miſdoings and Miſchiefs 
that happen in Families. By the Inſtances al- 
ready given, every Body may eaſily ſee the ſe- 
cret Practices of ſome of the Romihh Prieſts, 
which are an Abomination to the Lord, eſpeci- 
ally in the Holy Tribunal of Confeſſion. So I 
may conclude, that Canfeſſon is the Mint of Fry- 
ers and Priefts ; the Sins of the Penitents, the 
Metal: ; the Abſolutions, the Coin; and the Con- 


fefſors, the Keepers of it. 
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The private ConFEs810Nn of 4 Prigo, whom abe 
ball call Don Paulo, at the Point of Death. 


Don Paul. I'NCE God Almighty is pleaſed 

to viſit me with this Sickneſs, I 
ought to make good Uſe of the Time I have 
to live, and I deſire of you to help me with 


your Prayers, and. to take the T'rouble of my 


Confeſſion, which 1s as follows. 

My Sins I confeſs, in the firſt Place, That I 
have frequented the Pariſh Club Twelve Years. 
We were only fix Pariſh Prieſts in it; and there 
we did conſult and contrive all the Ways to fa- 
tisfy our Paſhons. Every Body had a Liſt of 
the handſomeſt Women in the Pariſh; and 


when one had a Fancy to ſee any Woman re- 


markable for her Beauty, in another's Pariſh, 
the Prieſt of her Pariſh ſent for her to his own 
Houſe; and having prepared the Way for 
Wickedneſs, the other had nothing to do, but. 
to meet her there, and fulfil his Defires ; and 
ſo we have ſerved one another for theſe Twelve 


| Years paſt. Our Method has been, to perſuade 


their Huſbands and Fathers not to hinder them 
any ſpiritual Comfort ; and to perſuade the 
Ladies to be ſubject to our Advice and Will; 
and that in ſo doing, they ſhould have Liberty 


at any Time to go out, on Pretence of commu- 


nicating ſome ſpiritual Buſineſs to the Prieſt : 


And if they refuſe to do it, then we ſhould 


ſpeak 
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ſpeak to their Huſbands and Fathers, not to let 
them go out at all ; or, which would be worſe 
for them, we ſhould inform againſt them to the 
Holy Tribunal of the Inquiſition.” And by 
theſe diabolical Perſuaſidns, they were always at 
our Command, without Fear of revealing the 
Secret. 

I have ſpared no Woman of my Pariſh, 
whom I had a Fancy for, and many other of my 
Brethren's Pariſhes ; but I cannot tell the Num- 
ber. I have ſixty Nepotes alive, of ſeveral Wo- 
men: But my principal Care ought to be of 
thoſe that I have by the two young Women I 
kept at home ſince their Parents dy'd. Both 
are Siſters,.and I have by the eldeſt two Boys, 
and by the youngeſt one; and one which I had 
by my own Siſter is dead. Therefore I leave 
to my Siſter, Five Thouſand Piſtoles, upon Con- 
dition that ſhe would enter Nun in St. Bernard's 
Monaſtery; and upon the ſame Condition, 

leave Two Thouſand Piſtoles a piece to 
the two young Women; and the Remainder 
„leave to my three Nepores, under the Care 
of Mr. John Peralta, and ordering that they 
ſhould be Heirs to one another, if any one of 
them ſhould die before they are ſettled in the 
World ; and if all ſhould die, I leave the Mo- 
ney to the Treaſury of the Church, for the Be- 
nefit of the Souls in Purgatory. rem, I order, 
That all the Papers of ſuch a little Trunk be 
burnt after my Confeſſion is over (which was 
L done 


[ 1101 : 
done accordingly) and that the Holy Bull of 
the Dead be brought before I die, that I may 


have the Comfort of having at home the Pope's 


Paſs for the next World. Now I aſk your Pe- 
nance and Abſolution for all the Sins reſerved 
in all the Bulls, from the firft Pope; for which 
Purpoſe I have taken the Bull of Privileges in 
ſuch Caſes as mine. So I did abſolve him, and 
aſſiſt him afterwards and he died the next Day. 

Now I leave any one to judge of theſe Miſ- 
doings, and of the Virtue and Honeſty of the 
Prieſts of the Church of nk. 


The 2 of Thereſa and the Dwarf. 


HERESA, the natural Daughter of 
Cardinal Cantelmi, had every agreeable - 
Qualification that Nature or Art could furniſh ; 


being extreamly beautiful, witty, and well bred. 


As ſhe deſerv'd ſhe was admir'd by every one 


that beheld her, and particularly her Father, 


who allow'd her a profuſe Maintenance, She 
had from him abundance of Wit, and as he, 
tho” accounted the moſt learned and ingenious 
Man in his Time, yet was not over ſtrict in his 
Morals, ſo ſhe was as little ſervile to them as 
her Sex would allow. 

She had for her Page a little Youth nam'd 
Fantaſſo, a Boy of ready Wit, and an admirable 
Talent in relating of Stories. After he had 


. told her one tull of wanton Images of Love, 


while 
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while ſhe was bathing, ſhe liked his Way of 
telling it, and the Subject. ſo well, that ſhe 
could not help thus expreſſing herſelf. 

My dear little Cupid (cry'd Donna There/a) 
finding he had ended his Story, with what 
* manly Air haſt thou told this Tragical Tale? 
How ſenſibly didſt thou talk of the Tranſ- 
ports of Love, and all the Exceſſes of its 
« difſolving Raptures, as if, by ſome Miracle, 
„thou hadſt known what they were? Oh! 
«© my dear little Miniature of Man, that thou 
«« wert as capable of eaſing my Pains, as thy 
« Tongue has been of raifing them !” Then 
graſping him with ſome Eagerneſs, on that Eja- 
culation, he tumbled into the Bath with his 
Gown on. She ſtarted up at the Accident, 
and caught him in her Arms, to prevent his 
being frighted at the Fall; and pulling off his 
Gown and his Shirt, threw them aſide, and 
ringing the Bell, ſhe bid the Maids take and 
dry them, and ordered him to ſtand ſtill in the 
Bath, which would do him no Harm, but re- 
freſh him, 
The Maids being gone, ſhe placed him by 
her Side on the Step of the Couch, but kept 
her Arm round him, for fear he ſhould fall any 
farther, and gave him a Thouſand Kiſſes. She 
ſuffered his Hands to wander wherever he 
pleaſed, which gave an inſipid Satisfaction to 
both, tho' it ſerved only to raiſe their mutual 


Deſires. - Then he ſung her this Song, and 
L 2 uſed 
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uſed all the Liberty ſhe gave his ſeeming Inno- 
cence, to rouſe up her Wiſhes to their utmoſt 
Extent. 


4 


JH! how faveet to ſee the Eyes 
Rolling in their humid Fires, 
When the Nymph extended hes, | 
Full of Love and warm Defrres ! 
Conſcious Red her Face o erſpreading, 
And her heaving Boſom riſing, 
Murmuring Sighs her "Joys ; 
Pa ak. Toys difguifng ; 
The Bliſs the frm tas Lo du rw. 


He had ſcarce done finging, when ſhe caught 
him'in her Arms and cryed out © My dear lit- 
© tle Creature] were the Gods of old Rome ſtill 
*« 1n Faſhion, I ſhould ſwear you were Cupid 
*« come to rifle my Charms in the pleaſing Diſ- 
« puiſe of a Boy. I love you more (reply'd he) 
© than Capid could do, (and preſſed her Boſom 
with his Fingers as hard as he was able.) It 
« is not impoſſible (continued he) for Beauties 
1 ſuch as yours to work greater Miracles, than 
e all the Heathen Breod of imaginary Deities, 
© which having given my Heart ſo fierce a 
Flame, may ſupply the Capacity of appeaſing 
te its Rage, which would not elſe be expected 
from my Perſon and Appearance. 


Infinitely pleaſed with the Flattery, and 
prompted by a warm Imagination, ſhe -lifted 


( 13 ] 

him up in her Arms, and threw him on her 
Boſom, when ſhe made the Diſcovery of the 
Miracle he promiſed, finding him indeed ſuffici- 
ently capable of eafing both her Defires and his 
own. Her wanton Hand, unſatisfyed with 
what ſhe felt, run over his naked Body, ſcarce 
yet convinced of her Error; till unable to defer 
the Joy, and unwilling to give her Time to re- 
cover her Surprize, he eaſily took Poſſeſſion of 

a Fort that was not provided for a Siege. 
. Having often repeated the Effect, to convince 
ker Incredulity, ſhe laid him at laſt vanquiſh'd 
on her panting ſnowy Boſom: What Dream 
* 15 this (faid ſhe, in ſome Extaſy) my charming 
little Cupid, that I have had; for it is impo- 
«« fſible it ſhould be real; what Pleaſures, 
% what unexpected Raptures have I felt, which 
& no Mortal could impart ! Thou ſure art ſome 
« diviner Power transform'd into Fleſh and 
% Blood, to ſurprize us with Joys, which with- 
te gut thee tis impoſſible for Women to know. 
After a Thouſand fond Careſſes, and frequent 
Aſſurances of his Mortality; that he was a 
Man of Eighteen Years of Age, and capable of 
anſwering her warmeſt Defires, ſhe ſeem'd 
quite tranſported, her Pleaſure being heighten'd 
by the Novelty. She then charged him to 
keep his good Fortune a Secret from all the 
World, and aſſured him, that for the future he 
ſhould be her conſtant Bed-fellow ; for by the 


falſe Appearance of his Perſon, ſhe would be 
4+," | L 3 ſecure 
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ſecufe from Scandal and Suſpicion : And that 
ſhe ſhould now be as jealous and fearful of the 
Women, as he had been of the Men ; and there- 
fore her Bed ſhould be their Security from 


; both. Wt 


Now leaving him on the watry Scene of her 
Pleaſure, ſhe got out of the Bath, and roſe a no 
leſs charming Yenus from the little Bed of Wa- 
ters, than the fabulous Amphitrite from that of 
the Ocean. She left the warmer Adonis full of 
Satisfaction and Pleaſure in this fortunate Ad- 
venture; and having dried her lovely Body, 
me veiled it with her Shift and her Gown, and 
went herſelf for the Robes to dreſs her Darling; 
but his Gown not being yet dry, ſhe brought 
him a Shirt and Cloaths, and lifted him out of 
the Bath. With Eyes yet incredulons, ſhe 
could ſcarce believe his viſible Credentials of 
Manhood : ſhe kiſſed him all over, and vowed 
ſhe had never ſeen a Sight fo amazing, fo de- 
lightful and compleat, as the admirable Propor- 
tion and Harmony of his Parts. Then ſeating 
him in her Lap, ſhe dreſſed him with her own 
charming Hands, and led him into the Saloon 
to a Collation that waited their coming, where 
with richeſt Wines they recruited the pleaſing 
Expence of Love. ; 

That being over, they went to Bed together, 
where placing him in the Ivory Pale of her 
Arms, and on the ſweeteſt Boſom in the W orld, 
they revelled in — as long as either was 

capable 
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capable of giving or receiving Joy. At laſt, 
the low, Ebh of Love being come, in the midft 
of ſoft Kiſſes they fell both aſleep. 

The Morn returning, he firſt eſcaped from 
the . Image of Death, and with Kiſſes and 
ſoft Careſfes, gently drove away the drowſy- 
laden God, who had too long uſurped the fineſt 
Eyes in the World; and paying their Oriſons 
to Cupid, they ſlipt on their Gowns, and went 
into the Cloſet, where There/a took from her - 
Scrutore a Picture, and ſeveral Papers relating 
to her amorous Affairs; and fitting down. by 
him on the Couch, and caſting a languiſhing 
Regard on the Picture, ſhe gave two or three 
Sighs, and let fall a Pearly Shower from her 
Eyes, which gave a new, but melancholy Grace 
to her Countenance. He then began to ſuck 
up the balmy Drops with the greedy Thirſt of 
his Love, and ſmother her riſing Sighs with 
the Fury of his Kiſſes, when, Ah! my Cupid, 
« ſaid ſhe, far be this unfortunate Lover's 
* Fate from thee! Behold a cruel Victim 
to theſe Beauties for which he fell in my 
« Arms, not by my Severity, but the hloody 
«Revenge of my Uncle the Cardinal, who 
finding him in my Bed, with Obdurance un- 
« heard of, was deaf to all my pituous Cries 
« and Prayers for his Life.“ 

Here again ſhe wept a beautiful Flood, and 
fixed a Thouſand burning Kiſſes on the Picture. 


« „Ah! Madam, ſaid he, * make me envy 
66 his 
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* his Fate, who even beyond the Grave can 
give you this Concern. Who would not be 
„ embalmed in thoſe Tears, and affect ſo in- 
«« eſtimable a Heart in ſo tender a Manner? I 
e ſwear to you, my divine Charmer, by your 
Beauty, I grow jealous of that Shadow, and 
« beg your Generoſity to lay it aſide; and if 
„the Original muſt entertain your Thoughts, 
« let it be, by relating his glorious Cataftre- 
« phe; for, to fall for the moſt perfect of all 
the Sex, merits our Envy more than Pity, 
% How many Greek and Trojan Heroes fell in 
«< the Ten Years Conteſt for Helin, who never 
« was Miſtreſs of Charms ſo commanding as 
« Thereſa diſcovers in every Part? while the 
*« Cauſe they faught for, and the Valour ſhe 
4% inſpired, has given them Immortality a- 
„ mong the Demi-Gods. 
« Thou ſweet Flatterer, ſaid ſhe, I have 
«« done: The Image of the poor unfortunate 
6 Caſanata ſhall reſt in my Drawers, while I 
« give thee the Tragical - Hiſtory of our A- 
% mours ; but the Affairs of others being ſo 
« intermixt with mine, that they cannot be ſe- 
«« parated without laming the Narration, I can- 
« not help mingling their pleaſant Adventures 
*« with his that are WRT: ESPE 


DI 
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' Thereſa continues her Story to the Drwarf; ber 
Amour with the Count Luciano, the Letters that 
paſſed betwixt them, and the Cardinal's Revenge 

executed on the Baron Caſanatta, 


I Muſt inform my deareſt Creature, that in- 
ſtead of being the Cardinal's Niece, I am 
his Daughter ; for while he was Biſhop of Fer- 
wo, a Ship of Malia brought in a Twrkiſs Mer - 
chantman, which he had taken. Among the 
Captives of which Ship was my Mother, a 
beautiful Greek Slave, who was paſſing from the 
Morea to Egypt, to her Father that was there a 
Factor. The Cardinal happened to be in that 
Port, and had no ſooner caſt his Eyes on the 
beautiful Greet, but he was wounded with 
Love, and agreed with the Captain of the Mal- 
e for a Price; and having placed her at a 
convenient Houſe in Bononia, he took ſuch Op- 
portunities of Converſation, that ſhe yielded 
up her Charms, and received the Cardinal 
by a kind of Duty, to her Bed, from whence 
ſprung your There/a. A few Years ſhe bred 
me, and then ſhe died; the Cardinal loving my 
Mother extreamly, took a particular Care of 
me, the only Pledge of their Love. Being 
grown up to Twelve Years old, and he now the 
Archbiſhop of Capua, he took me home, as 
Daughter to his Siſter, and his Niece ; he ſpar- \ 
ed no Colt for my Inſtruction in all that oy 
or 
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for a Woman of Quality to learn, and was ſo 
fond of me, as to give up the Reins of Con- 
duct to my childiſh Will, but yet careful of 
protecting my Innocence from the Treachery 
and Surprize of thoſe, whom my Beauty might 
inflame to aſſault my Honour, To this End 
he placed as a Guardian, or Governant ata 
Diſtance, an old decrepit antiquated Maid, 
who never had Charms enough to provoke an 
Addreſs in her Youth, and was as watchful as 
Aus to prevent the Pleaſures ſhe could not en- 
joy in her Age. 

She had a low Forehead, beetle Brow, great 
goggle Eyes, a high thin Noſe, and a Chin 
that turned up to meet it; hollow Cheeks, 
with the Bones ſticking out like Excreſcences: 
a hunch Back, ſwarthy Skin, no Breaſts, but 
in their Place, two flabby empty yellow Bags, 
that hung down before; one Leg ſhorter than 
the other, and-a Breath that would kill at a 
Diſtance. Vet, with all theſe Dete&s and De- 
formities, her Diſcourſe was perpetually of her 
Virtue, and the Qvondam Conqueſts of her Eyes, 
and the Reſiſtance ſhe had made againſt de 
moſt vigorous Onſets of a perpetual Succeſſi- 
on of Lovers. The Extravagance of her Hu- 
mour would ſometimes entertain me, for I never 
admitted her, but to divert me, though ber 
Charge was to be watchful of me. 

I was now turning of Fourteen Years of Age, 


and full as ripe for Love, as any of my Sex in 
| Italy, © 
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lah, drawing perhaps an amorous Conſtituti- 
on from both my Father and Mother ; for thoſe 
who are got in the Liberty of Deſire, are doubt- 
leſs more gay and more vigorous than the dull 
Product of the formal Embraces of a Huſband 
and Wife, which has given me a perpetual A- 
| verſion to that imperious Animal called a Huſ- 
band, who, as far as my little Obſervation can 
lead me, ſeems like the Dog in the Manger, or 
the Miſers of the Age, who fondly hoard upBags 
of Gold from theWorld, which they have no Ca- 
pacity, or Will to enjoy. The Cardinal was now 
dignified with a Hat, which drew ſeveral conſi- 
derable Perſons to apply for my Heart. Among 
the reſt, I was perſecuted with the Addrefles of 
the Count Luciano, Son to the Duke of Metalone, 
who was no diſagreeable Perſon, 

The firſt Time he ſaw me was in the Chapel 
of the Domo, where the Cardinal ſung Maſs, 
and a great Concourſe of People were got to- 
gether to ſee the miraculous liquifying of the 
Blood of St. Famarius : It happened that our 
Devotion, or Curioſity, had placed us very 
near the Operation, and to make a fuller 
View, I had diſcovered my Face pretty plain; 
which I preſently found had rivaled the Saint 
in the Contemplation of Count Luciano, The 
next Day I received this Letter. 


Thereſa then gave him the following Letter, 
which he read to this Purpoſe. 


LETTER 
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LETTER IJ. 
L OE at foft Sight. 


F. Madam, you know your own Charms, 

which few Women are unacquainted with, 
you will not wonder, that the Sight of thoſe 
conquering Eyes ſhould engage a Heart fo ſen- 
ſible of Perfections as mine. I confeſs, that I 
am not eaſily ſubdued; nay, with Vanity boaſt, 
that nothing leſs beautiful than yourſelf could 
give me any Concern ; but not to be yanquiſh- 
ed by you, 1s rebelling againſt Reaſon. Hea- 
ven has ſet ſo viſible a Stamp of itſelf upon you, 
that not to adore you would be a Sort of Impi- 
ety. Conſider yourſelf well then, Madam, you 
will eaſily believe my Profeſſion ſincere; and 
that it is impoſſible to ſee you, and not love 
you. But alas! if you ſhould view your ſelf 
with my Eyes, if you ſhould really know your 
own Charms, as well as I, it muſt be my Ruin; 
for you then would be ſenſible, that nothing 
mortal could deſerve you. Be like the Hea- 
vens you repreſent, and let Love be your Pur- 
chaſe ; if I might hope that, I could no longer 
deſpair; for oh! I love beyond all Human. 
kind! Peace has forſook my Thoughts, Sleep 
has fled my Eyes, and nothing remains to keep 
Nature alive, but the Reflection on thoſe 


Charms, that raviſhed ** Eyes from the mira- 
| culous 
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culous Blood. As you are fairer than all your 
Sex, ſo be more juſt and compaſſionate, *T'is 
more-worthy the Excellence of your Beauty, to 
beſtow Happineſs than Miſery : Without your 
Pity, I am the-moſt miſerable of Men, but with 
it, I'ſhould not envy the Glory of Crowns: But 
Words are too poor to expreſs your Beauty, and 
my Life ſpent in your Service, can never let you 
know the leaſt Portion of my Paſſion. Diſdain 
not therefore a Love which none but you could 
inſpire or reward, and only I could receive: 
You know your Power, and you know your 
Slave, let your Rule'be as pleafing as your Eyes, 
and then I ſhall be fond of my Captivity, as 
Jong as I am, . 
MAD AM, 
Your Devoted Slave, 


LUCIANO. 


Having done reading, ſhe purſued her Diſ- 
courſe in this Manner. 

I took no Notice of the Letter, nor ſent him 
any Anſwer, till he had repeated the Importu- 
nity ſo often that I ſent him the following 
Billet. 


My Lozp, 
Wonder at your inpertinence, that, to 
pleaſe yourſelf, ſhould take ſuch a World 

« of Pains to be troubleſome to me. If 

ee think me fond of Gallantries of this Nature, 
I can only convince you of your Error, by 
M « afſur- 
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e aſſuring you, that yours has not found the 
„Way to be agreeable to me: I therefore 
« defire you to teaze me no more, but ſuffer 
« me to enjoy my own innocent Pleaſures, 
„without any Interruption, in which I believe 
«« you affect more to ſhew your Wit, than your 
„Love. ö 


Finding me ſtill, in Spite of all his Billets, 
very averſe to his Amour, he reſolved on ano- 
ther Courſe, and cauſes his Pretenſions to be 
made known to the Cardinal, who was nota little 
fatisfy'd with the honour, aſſuring him of all his 
Intereſt in the Caſe ; not that he would ever 
force my Inclinations, but would allow him a 
more than common Liberty of Acceſs, to give 
his Amour the more eaſy Paſſage to my Heart. 
I was not a little ſurprized to ſee the Cardinal 
one Evening introduce him ; nor could I be 
ſo much Miſtreſs of my Reſentment, as to hin- 
der an angry Bluſh from ſpreading over my 
Face on his Approach. The Cardinal recom- 
mended him as a Perſon fit for, and worthy of 
my Love, and with a Tone that expreſſed hoth 
Authority and 'Tenderneſs, let me know, that 
to pleaſe him extreamly, I muſt endeavour to 
like the noble Count Luciano for my Huſband. 

The Cardinal left us together and (tho? the 
Treachery he uſed, in applying to the Cardi- 
nal to obtain what his own Aſſiduities and Ser- 
vices ought to have gained him, made me re- 


ſolve never to have him; yet I gave him as ci- 
ets vil 
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vil a Reception as could be expected at the firſt 
Interview. 

The firſt Viſit being over, I retired to my 
Cloſet, and ſpent the reſt of the Evening in 
reading; early next Morning I received. this 
Letter from the Count. | 


| LET.TER I.. 
Fer LOVE and MARRIAGE. 


Tis impoſſible to wait all this live-long 

Day, till the Evening (before which I am 
not to be ſo happy as to ſee you) without con- 
verſing with you by Letter; for while I cannot 
hear the moſt charming Tongue in the World, 
it is ſome Amends to entertain the moſt beauti- 
ful Eyes in the Univerſe. If, Madam, you 
could really have any Doubt of my Paſſion on 
Sight, ſure tis impoſſible to continue ſo ground- 
leſs an Incredulity, after I have had a nearec 
and longer View of your Charms; when both 
my Eyes and Ears, conſpired to let your Per- 
fections of Body and Mind into my Heart by 
every Avenue, if one could not have been ſuffi- 
cient ; yet a Force of irreſiſtible Charms join- 
ing muſt render me the moſt paſſionate of Men. 
To ſee you, is to view the fineſt Copy of Hea- 
ven that Nature ever drew; but to hear 0u, 
is to participate of Heaven it ſelf, If my Soul 


felt before the growing Pangs of Love newly 
M 2 born, 


e 
how think now, and reflect what muſt be the 
Agonies I feel! To ſee you without Defrre, is 
impoſſible; but to deſire without Hope, unſup- 
portable. Ah! too charming, and too cruel 
Maid ! How could you remain ſo long incredu- 
lous of a Paſſion too viſible in my Eyes, and too 
evident in my Confuſion, to ſuffer you to be 
ignorant of it? But you tell me, You cannor ove, 
that you will not marry : Two hateful Bars, 
I confeſs, to my Happineſs ; which if I cannot 
remove, I muſt remain the moſt. wing and 
moſt mi/crable of Men: But, Madam, ſure you 
cannot be ſafficiently acquainted' with the Se- 
crets of your Heart, when in it you diſcover no 
Seeds of that Paſſion: Nature could never be 
prepoſterous to make you ſo. every Way for 
Love, and yet deftrgy the very Aim of her fine 
Workmanſhip, by denying you Love. It is 
impoſſible, Madam, for any one, who is not 
your Enemy, to think that you were made for 
the Curſe of Mankind, when we ſee you adorn- 
ed with all thoſe Perfections which only: make 
up this Bling! Love, my everlaſting Char- 
mer, Lowe is Nature's Voice; the Soul of the World 
its Origin and Preſervation ; not to love, there- 
fore, is an Impiety you cannot be guilty of, 
ſince tis a Sin againſt Nature, againſt your own 
Charms, againſt your own Happineſs 3 for ſhe 
who never loved, never knew the greateſt Joy 
of Life, its moſt ſolid and tranſporting Plea- 
ſures. She loſes all the fleeting and never again 
teturning Minutes of E Time, in a 
dull 


| l 

dull inſipid Circle of Trifles unknow of the 
lively Joy of Hearts united. Vou muſt, there- 
fore, Madam, nay, you will love, tho' you 
love not me. *Tis true, and I confeſs it, a true 
ſincere heart full of you, and full of Love, is all 
the Merit I have to plead : I frankly own, I 
cannot deſerve your perſon, or your Love ; but 
then as juſtly grant me, that thoſe gay Qualities, , 
which uſually make the Hearts of the young 
and unexperienced, their Prize deſerve you 
leſs. Love has ſome Claim to Love, tho? the 
greateſt that ever inſpired Man, cannot deſerve 
you. No, Madam, whenever you beſtow your-- 
ſalf, it muſt be an Act of Generg/ity, not of 


Right in him that receives you. I his Opinion, 


Madam, is ſufficient to enſure your Happineſo 
with me; for while I muſt be ſenſible, that I. 
receive from your Generolity, not iny Deſert, I 
muſt always be paying a gratitute for a Beneſit 
I am always enjoying; while he who is fo vain 
as to plead his Merit, will take you as his due, 
and ſo exert a Dominion, which I thail ever be. 
far from claiming. But fince you mutt love, 
my Charmer, receive the agreable Paſſion, as a 
Blefſing, not a Curſe: if you reiale it when 
Young, it will come on. you with a double Vio- 
lence when you are C; aud it you deny your 
Heart to Sincerity and Trash, it Will fall a Vic- 
tim to Pear and H/ri/p. You lorem appre- 
henſive, that Marriage would be the Eid of, 


your Freedom ot Will, indu! ged to you £0 A, 
| n. but how can! think of oppoiuc this. 
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win, to which Lowe all that is valuable in the. 


World ? No, no, dear Charmer, you have too 


ſtrong an aſcendant over my Soul, to fear any 
Period to your Empire, but.my Life. You ne-. 
ver will marry ;.good Heaven avert the inſamous 
Omen | Pray tell me Why ? Sure you have look-. 
ed on Marriage through the wrong End of 
the Perſpective; turn it, view it better, and 
you will like. it better. Conſider, Madam, 
is Life worth the Poſſeſſion, without a Partner in 
our Affairs ? Joy is imperfect, while confined- 

to one Breaſt, and Grief inſupportable : this 
would be leſſened, and that exalted, by impart- 
ing it to a true Friend. But where can a true 
Friend be found, but where Intereſts, as well as 
Perſons are Joined ? How many Trials are. 
every Day made in vain among the Fair, for 
Phenix ? But in the midſt of their dear Conſi- 
dences, Levity, Jealouſy, Intereſt, or Revenge 
burſts the curious Web aſunder, and all the confid- 
ed Secrets fall out in their moſt hideous Form. 
and Dreſs ; bat the Innocent and Young, like 
you, are always dealing with Diſadvantage, 

while you bring an «ndefigning Sincerity to bar- 
ter with experienc'd Cunning and felf-Ends. 

*Tis repeated Infidelities produce a Rupture, 
and you are at laſt taught, at your own Coſt, - 
that the Friend you have ſtill ſought in vain, - 
can only be found in Marriage: But ſhould you 
chuſe a Male Friend (tho' the Correſpondence 
might be innocent) yet will the cenſorious ; 
World never allow thoſe tender Commerces, 


wholly. 


( 127+ ] 
wholly diſintangled from the Difference of Sex; 
and Defire, firſt or laſt, will be ſure to blow up 
all the Platonic Notions ; wile thoſe make an 
eaſy Way to more criminal Engagements: 
then follow Satiety, Ir: :ataiioy, and a fooliſh 


Repetition of all ne ame tafidelities and 
Follies, an hu ß ver, and laſt. 
ing Frientiſnſ 1-1 tt till Marriage 
diſcovers t! dect, and at once 


comes in with te © „ which, in the long 
Chaſe, we purituc! 15 119 Purpoſe. The Bene- 
fits of Marri: agen o many to mention in this 
Letter; but all center in this. If you chuſe a 
Man of Senſe, and one that loves you, you 
cannot miſs a faithful Friend, and an Empire 
perpetual. A Fool is obſtinate and ungoverna- 
ble; but Men of Senſe ful been Vaſſals 
to the Fair: And thus far I can put my Claim, 
that I ſhall never aſpire to more, than always 
to be your faithful Slave. 

I found by his not coming that Day, ſome 
extraordinary Bafinefs had taken him up, 
which; as I found, was a Viſit to his Mother, 
who was faddenly taken with a deſperate Illneſs 
in her Villa, and expecting only Death, ſent for 
him immediately; but the next Morning, on 
his Return, he could not wait till his Viſit in 
the Evening, and therefore ſent this Letter to 


prepare his Way. 


PR 
LETTER. 
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LETTER IL 


My adorable Angel, 

OR you are too charming for any thing 

Mortal; T wrote to you yeſterday, and 
tho' I deſign to throw myſelf at your Feet, this 
Evening, yet it being an Age to that time, I 
cannot delay talking to you ſo long, As my 
Mind is ever full, of you, ſo I cannot be eaſy, 
till I unburthen my thoughts. Ah! moſt 
charming, and moſt cruel of your Sex, what: 
will you do with me? for 'tis only in your Po- 
wer to diſpoſe of my Fate to Happineſs or Miſe- 
ry: There is no Medium, one or the other 
muſt be my Share. Why have you ſo many 
Beauties to deſtroy, and ſo little Pity to ſave? 
Tis impoſſible any Man can love you more 
than I. Why then ſhould you make any Man 
more happy? You muſt, nay, you will yield- 
all thoſe Beauties to the Arms of ſome one, 
who will not, cannot love. you as I do-. What 
ſhall I ſay ? What. ſhall Ido to make an Im- 
preſſion on your obdurate Heart? Oh! That 
I but knew the Approaches to the Tenderneſs 
of your Soul, that I might. melt you into Com- 
paſſion for him that ſighs, and dies for jou; 
for I cannot live without you. No, dear charm- 
ing Idol of my Soul, as I can have no Hap- 
pineſs but what you give, ſo can I have no other 
Life but what you beſtow ; for what is Life, 
where there is no Happineſs, but 1 9 p 

an 
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and lingering Pain, which no Man of Spirit 
can hear ? Alas! Madam, if you cannot afford 
a Reality, diſguiſe Cruelty fo, that I may flatter 
myſelf, that you are not entirely inſenſible. 
Ah! no; be rather cruel, as you can be, than 
appear what your are not: That would keep 
me in the Road of Deſpair; but this would 
ſhew a Dawn of Happineſs, only to plunge me 
into greater Wretchedneſs : Let me be rather 
all wretched than half bleſt ; but if you can 
afford a Reality, ah! charming Thereſa, give 
me leave to be as long as I hve, 


Your Faithful Vaſſal, Lu crano. 


It will be too tedious to tell you of all the Pro- 
greſs of a Love ſo unſucceſsful, as it affords no+ 
thing ſurprizing nor various; Proſecution of 
odibus Aſſiduities and. Attendance, unheeded 
Vaws and Sighs, make up the Narration: Let 
it ſuffice to know, that in ſome Months Addreſs 
he could not diſcover that he had made any Pro- 
greſs in my Heart ;- fo that after a moſt paſſio- 
nate Separation over Night; I received this 
Letter from him the next Morning. + 
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LETTER IV. 


Al my everlaſting Charmer! What will 
be the Eyentof a Paſſion, which Iam not 
able to bear, while you are cold and indifferent 


to all that I ſay ? I know very well, that Pru- 
| | dence 
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dence would teach me to ſtifle ſo unhappy an 
Affection; but how is that poſſible, when you 
have already got Poſſeſſion of my Soul? Yes, 
yes, you have not only vanquiſhed my Heart, 
but deprived me of all Defire of Liberty : I am 
pleaſed with my Bonds, though I know not 
how to bear them. It is a Torture to love you, 
and yet it ſeems to me a greater, to baniſh that 
Love, that, when it allows no Reſt to its Vota- 
ries, it denies them all Thoughts of depoſin g 
the Tyrant. No, it rather furniſhes Excuſes 
for the Slavery ; and while we are unable to 
bear the Rigour of your Empire, compels us to 
make more firm and laſting. My Love is al- 
ready grown ſo much a Part of me, that Life, 
(and that muſt have but one End) Life, that my 
| hourly Pains make a Burthen, is only deſirable 
in Hopes of your Pity. Alas! I cannot live 
without you, and yet know not how to perſuade 
you to be mine. Thoſe Advantages I once 
condemned, as the Qualifications of Fools, or 
Beaux, I now with for, as agreeable Accom- 
pliſhments too often endearing the Fop to the 
Fair one. What are you to me but an Apgra- 
vation of my Paſſion ? Why was I not made a 
gay, thoughtleſs Coxcomb, incapable of all the 
Impreſſions of Love, and ſo qualified to gratify 
all the tranquil Emotions of my Heart? Could 
I have leſs I ove, I:might have more Gallantry; 
I might entertain the moſt charming of her 
Sex more agreeable to the Gaiety of her Tem- 


per: But the Violence and Sincerity of my 
Paſſions 
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Paſſions rob me of all the gay Arts of engaging. 
Oh! my adorable fair One, pity the Miſery 
you have cauſed; have Compaſſion on the 
Wretch that you have made ; let me bleſs, not 
curſe the Hour I ſaw you, and wiſh you leſs 
charming than I think you. *Tis worthy of 
your Beauty to raiſe the Diſtreſſed, and reſtore 
me to Hope, from the Depth of Deſpair. Oh! 
no, I find it impoſſible for me to move her 
Heart, as cruel as ſhe is beautiful ; yet in the 
midſt of Deſpair, I ſhall ever remain, 

Teur faithful Slawe, Luciano. 


I do confeſs, I believe the Count had pervert- 
ed my Reſolution, if an Accident had not hap- 
pened, which - totally defeated all his Hopes, 
which is as follows: 

There was a young Neapolitan Baron called 
Caſanatta, that had married the Daughter of 
an old Gentleman that uſed. to make daily viſits 


to the Cardinal ; and his Gueſts being all, but 8 


myſelf, married People, I had too frequent Op- 
portunities of converſing with Caſanatta, both 
alone, and in Company. 


ASANATTA was of the talleſt Size of lit- 
tle Men, exactly ſhaped in Body and 
Legs, the Down juſt on his Chin, Eyes full 
and languiſhing, a delicate Complexion, and 
Hair that hung down to his Waſte. He ſung 
with abundance of Art and Addreſs, with a 


Voice that would charm the dulleſt : His Ut- 
terance 
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terance was ſoft and Piercing, his Words flow- 
ed like Honey, and it was impoflible to hear 
him, without finding a ſoft Emotion in your 
Boſom at every Syllable he uttered. His Hu- 
mour was agreeable and gay, and his Temper 
open and generous. I often wiſhed him in Don 
Luciano s Place, or that he had been at Liberty 
to'make as honourable an Addreſs. I found in 
me that Tenderneſs for him, that he would not 
have been fo indifferently recerved as Luciano, 
though his Suit had been with the ſame dif- 
agreeable View ; for I thought the Beauties of 
his Perſon, and thoſe of his Hnmour would 
really hold out through the long tedious Jour- 
ney of Matrimony itſelf. 

Full of theſe kind Thoughts for him, I was 
ſo happy as to make Impreſſions as great on his 
Heart : He ſought all Opportunities of conver- 
ſing with me, that he could take without Suſpi- 
cion ; and mutual Inclinations ſoon made our 
ſhort Meetings frequent. Several things con- 
tributed to the Succeſs of this Amour, at leaft, 
enough to betray us into a Paſſion, which nei- 
ther of us could much longer command. He 
took an Opportunity to tell me he could not 
leave this World, without letting me know 


that he fell the glorious Sacrifice of my Eyes. 


Here he paus'd and bluſh'd, between Anger 
and Pleaſure; the Pleaſure I was oblighed to 
conceal, while a falſe Anger uſurped my Ton- 
gue,' and belyed the foft Sentiments of my 


Heart. I forced a weak Frown, and ſome 
| ſeeming 
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ſeoming harſh words, on his Preſumption of 
* declaring ſo criminal a Paſſion, ſo injurious to 
my Honour, and deſtructive of my Virtue. 
That fince he, knew no better how-to make Uſe 
of the innocent Freedoms I gave him, I ſhould 
immediately retrench them, and fly from fo 
dangerous a Canverſation. He pieſſed my 
Hand, and, gave it ten thouſand Kiſſes, begged 
as many Pardons, threw himſelf upon his 
Knees, embraced my Legs,-and made ſuch an 
 Afault for Pity and Love, that, unable to bear 
the Attack, trembling all ever with Fear, and 
Defire, I broke from-him, and run to my Cham- 
ber. | 
He was not ſo baſhful a Lover, -or ſo igno- 
rant of Women, as to have his paſſion defeated 
by the firſt Repulſe, or not to underſtand the 
ſure Symptoms of Love from my Eyes and my 
Bluſhes, and the Tremblings he-found when 
he. preſſed me with Kiſſes, and tender Careſſes. 
He-.followed 'me therefore, and finding my 
Chamber Door open, came to my Cloſet, 
knocked gently at the Door, which when I 
opened to ſee who it was, he ruſhed in, and 
ſeized me in his amorous Arms, and, be- 
'twixt Kiſſes and Embraces, would not ſuffer me 
to cry out. I muſt confeſs, that the Opportu- 
nity was ſo agreeable and the Lover ſo pleaſing, 
and my Deſires ſo heightened, I could not re- 
ſolve .to deny my own Satisfaftion, to puniſh 
- the Rudeneſs and Force that I found ſo tranſ. 


Porting in his Arms: I ſunk down on the 
N a Couch, 
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Couch, and with a faint Reſiſtance, ſuffered 
him to gain a Victory, in which our Triumph 


Was equal. 


Caſanatta was ever after * time, too full of 
Invention, to let any Opportunity flip of enjoy- 
ing my Company: He had provided himſelf 
the Habit and Cargo of one of thoſe Women 
who ſell Pomatoms, Waſhes, Paſte, and the 
like, to the Ladies for their Hands and their 
Faces, in which Diſguiſe, my Servants had the 
Opportunity of conducting him to my Chamber, 
without any Suſpicion, the next Evening. 

Now was our Amour in the greateſt Tranquil- 
lity, while, ſecure from all Danger, we indulg- 
ed our Enjoyments. This made me have no 
longer Regard to, or to keep any Meaſures 
with the Count Lucian, who till perſecuted 
me at the Hours of Retirement. I therefore 
begged the Cardinal, if he valued my Repoſe, 
not to let me be any longer tormented with the 
Viſits of a Man, that was my Averſion. The 
Cardinal-could not deny me what I aſked with 


ſome Earneftneſs, but taking ſome convenient 
Opportunity, informed him of my Sentiments 


in as ſoft and tender a manner, as he poſſibly 
could, defired him to forbear his Viſits for the 
future, and withal aſſuring him, that notwith- 
ſtanding my Severity on his Account, he would 
do him all the good Offices with me, except a 
Conſtriant, which he would never uſe. 
This Diſcharge of mine was the Occaſion of 
his ſending me the follwing Letter, which was 
-the laſt I received from him, LET. 


LETTER V. 


OU may venture, cruel Maid, to read 
this Letter, withont being offended with 
too much of my ! ove, it being the laſt, I be- 
lieve, I ſhall trouble you with, That I have 
loved you, nay, that I love you ſtill with the 
ſincereſt of paſſions, witneſs all ye Powers that 
govern our Actions, and diſpoſe of our Fates. 
Had I known, Madam,. that your Heart and 
your Honour were engaged to another, I would. 
never have troubled you with. the Pains and 
Agonies you have cauſed. I ſhould have en- 
deavoured to ſtifle ſo unhappy a Flame in its 
Birth, and never have given Head to a Fire, 
which now I fear is too ſtrong for me to maſter, 
However, fince it is impoſſible for me to be hap- 
py in your Arms, I ſhall learn from Deſpair to 
| baniſh all thoſe agreeable Phantoms which 
haunted my Thoughts with the bewitching 
Scenes of Pleaſure I never can obtain. I am, 
Madam, very ſenfible, nay, I have a moſt ter- 
rible Idea of, the Struggle I muſt go through ; 
but ſince, like Death, it muſt be paſt, I muſt arm 
myſelf with the ſtrongeſt Reſolution I am 
able, 'tho* Death would have procured you. 
Ah! cruel and fantaſtick Fate, that ordains me 
not only to loſe you, but to ſee you loſt in the 
cold - withered Arms of Age; to ſee all thoſe 
exceſſive Beauties worthy all the Changes of 
Jupiter, conſined to the Grave, even in their 
_ Bloſſom of Youth. Hear me, Madam, hear me 
N. and 
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and remember, that you had an Adorer that 


loved you faithfully; nay, that loved you 
equally to the vaſt Extent of your Merits ; who, 
when he was in the midſt of Deſpair, in all the 
Agonies of an unlucky Paſſion, in-Miſery deriv- 
ed only from your Eyes, prayed-for your Hap- 
pineſs, without Regard to his own ; who thus 


implores Heaven for you, May ready Succeſs 
ſtill meet your Deſires; May the Sincerity of 


your Friends.prove worthy your innocent Con- 
fidence in them; May the Charms of your Bo- 
dy be as laſting as thoſe of your Mind; May 


no Pain interrupt your Eaſe, nor Misfortune 


your Felicity; but as you are the moſt charm- 
ing of your Sex, ſo may you be the moſt happy ; 
May your Huſband's Love be like mine, and 
ſince your are bound to the feeble Arms of old 
Age, may yours, like the Charms of Medea, re- 
new his Youth, or what is next to it, and not 
much more poſſible; May you never | know 
what Love is, or may you think him as amiable, 
as he muſt think you. But ſhould I follow the 
Dictates of. my Heart, whilft it is pouring out 
Bleſſings upon you, I might tire you, but 
never the Zeal of my. Love. Having thus 


made the Will. of dying Hopes, I will trouble 


you no longer, but let them in Silence expire. 


As he expected no Anſwer, ſo he ſet out from 


Naples the next Day, and I was left without 


Moleſtation from that. Side, to enjoy my dear 


Baron, But young Lovers have never any Pru- 
dence 
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denceor Mean in their Enjoyments. Ca/ſanatta's: 
public Viſits where now too rare, and his pri- 
vate ones too frequent, always to avoid the Diſ- 
cavery of a jealous - ſighted over. The Cardi- 
nal was too much taken up with Affairs of State 
to give us much Diſturbance, or interrupt our 
Pleaſure; but an unfortunate Accident happened, 
which put an End to the greateſt Pleaſure of my 
Life. There was an old Favourite of the 
Eardinal's, who was the very Picture of Jealou- 
ſy, and often watching my Pomatum-Woman, 
knew him to be the Baron in that Diſguiſe ; he 
ſecretly acquaints the Cardinal of it, who pro- 
. teſted in Yerbo Sacerdotis, that he would be re- 
venged. He placed ſome new Spies on my 
Actions, and ſoon was informed of the frequent 
Acceſs of this Woman. For the troubleſome 
Domeſtick Spy being removed, we took the 
more Liberty in our Amour, and frequently 
paſſed the whole Night unſuſpected in one ano- 
ther's Arms. e 
One fatal Night, when tired with the Repe- 
tition of our mutual Careſſes, Sleep had ſeal- 
ed up both our Eyes, Death came and raviſhed 
him from my Arms. The Governant's cham- 
ber was betwixt mine and the Cardinal's, which 
he entering with a Dagger and Dark-Lanthorn, 
my Chamber on' that Side was unlocked, as 
dreading no Danger; ſo coming directly to my 
Bed-ſide, he gazed on us a while, as faſt lock'd 
in each other's. as in Sleep. I firſt waked with 
Light of the Lanthorn, and ſeeing him going 

a to, 
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45 to pierce the dear Breaſt, I cryed out ſo loud, 
3 that the Baron awaked, but not time enough to 
2 prevent the firſt Stab; which tho? not immedi- 
. ate Death, yet made him fall back in the Bed, 
2 almoſt drowned in his own Gore. I ſeized the 
Cardinal's Hand and beggedhim to diſpatch me 
with the lovely Youth, but deaf to all Prayers 
and Tears, ſnatching his Hand away, with a ſe- 
_ cond Blow, he ſent his poor Soul to wander 
| |. with the Dead. | . 
q *Tis in vain to tell you the Extravagance- 
of my Paſſion ; not conſidering the naked Con- 
R dition I was in, I threw myſelf out of Bed, and 
+ begged Death at his Hands, and which I thought 
once he would have given me; but Nature pre- 
vailed, and throwing my Clothes about me, he 
made me quit the Room, and retire to another. 
Apartment, and then ordered the Body to be 
throw out of the Window into the Sea, on that 
fide which beat on the Walls of the Palace. 
| It was long. e'er I could be brought to eat 
or drink, or bear with any Patience the Light 
of the Day, much leſs the Sight of the Cardinal 
himſelf, who imagining that the Place might 
ſtill keep my Grief freſh and laſting, he remov- 
ed me to Rome, and here took a peculiar Care 
to wean me from my Sorrows, by all the Di- 
verſions this City afforded. 
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